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We have been compell@, in consequence of 
the space required for our congressional abstracts, 
to postpone the publication of a portion of Mr. 
Wright’s speech until our next. 

It will be seen by the proceedings of the 
house of representatives, that it was exclusively 
occupied on Monday and Tuesday last in discuss- 
ing a charge of corruption against a member of 
congress, made by the «Spy in Washington,” a 
correspondent of the New York ‘Courier and En- 

airer.’ The party referred to was the hon. Mr. 
Ruggles, one of the senators from Maine, who ad- 
dressed the following to the hon. Mr. Webster on 
Tuesday morning last, and on the same day sent 
the card inserted below to the editor of the ““Globe.”’ 


Washington, Tuesday morning, Feb. 13. 

Sir: A friend called at my room last evening and 
informed me that it had been ascertained that an 
article in a New York paper charging one or more 
members of congress with some sort of corruption 
(for [have not seen the article) was a blow aimed 
atme. Without stopping to inquire in what mo- 
tive the charge originated, I feel ita duty I owe 
to myself, as well as the senate, to request that it 
cause an inquiry to be made into the matter by 
committee or otherwise; and may I ask the favor 
of you to present the subject in such manner as 
you may deem fit and proper. I am aware that 
neither our personal or political relations give me 
any claim on you for this service, and my apology 
in addressing this note to you is to be found in my 
desire to avoid even the appearance of seeking im- 
munity in the kindness of personal or political 
friendship. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 

J. RUGGLES. 
Hon. DANIEL WEBSTER, senate U. States. 


Yesterday Mr. W. read this letter to the senate, 
and said that immediately on receiving it he spoke 
tothe writer, and signified his readiness to pre- 
sent the letter if the writer thought it necessary; 
observing that he was not surprised at his anxiety 
to remove any suspicion or doubt which the charge 
alluded to might cast on his character or conduct, 
bat that he thought it might be doubtful, until some- 
thing further should appear, whether the senate 
would think it proper to institute any inquiry. 

The request, however, having been since repeat- 
ed, Mr. Webster said he felt it bis duty to commu- 
hicate this letter, in conforming to the wishes of 
the member, and, in pursuance of the same wishes, 
he should move a resolution for raising a commit- 
tee. He wished to say further, that, in making 
this motion, he must not be understood as pressing 
himself to institute or carry on any inquiry, or as 
expressing an opinion upon any part of the sub- 
ject. What he did was simply to bring the matter 
inthe usnal form before the senate at the request 
01 the party interested; and he desired to add, that 
if the senate should be of opinion that a committee 
ought to be raised, he hoped it would not place his 
lane upon the list of its members, as indispensa- 

le engagements would occupy his attention for 
several days to come. 

“Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
jure into the subject-matter of the letter of the hon. 
0 Rugeles, of the 13th instant, to a member of the 
“ciate, which was laid before the senate this day.” 
he resolution lies on the table one day accord- 
to the rules, and will come up on Monday next, 
‘hich day the senate adjourned. 

_ TO THE EDITOR OF THE GLOBE. 

a friend informed me last evening, that an arti- 

nid Which appeared in a New York paper, charging 

WatPtion on one or more members of congress, 

ie, blow aimed at me. I desire, therefore, to 

“ the earliest opportunity to state to the public 

i, wsaction, out of which this charge, or insinu- 

40n, or whatever it is, must have arisen. 

rN time since, a person by the name of Jones, 

ne °w Jersey, applied to me to draw upa specifi- 
patent for a trunk lock, which 
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~on and claim for a 
whee advised was necessary to have reissued, on 
tush a of the defects existingin one he had previ- 
strict aken ont. _I consented to do it, as it was 
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to me by those whom he advised with on the 
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labor, and. require some professional skill, I accept- 
ed his proposition to pay me a reasonable compen- 
sation. Indeed, he could not expect me to do it 
without. It was some days before I got it com- 
pleted. The next day after I first saw him, he told 
me that as general Wall, of the senate, to whom he 
had a letter, was not here, he wished me to go with 
him to the postmaster general, to whom he wished 
to exhibit a mail bag, to which he had applied his 
invention. I went with bim, and introduced him, 
and subsequently showed him those attentions and 
civilities which I would to any other citizen. He 
offered, in the outset, to pay me for all the trouble 
he gave; but I told him I should receive no com- 
pensation except for preparing his papers for the 
reissue of the patent, which would be attended with 
considerable labor. 

After general Wall’s return, he requested me to 
go with him to the department, which I did not do, 
papers that the general could render him all the 
aid he wished. Atasubsequent day he expressed 
a desire to dispose of one-fourth part of his patent 
to me, instead of paying otherwise for the prepara- 
tion of his papers, and to enable him to derive a 
more extended benefit from it in New England, and 
secure my professional aid in supporting and sus- 
taining his patent, in case any legal difficulty should 
arise as to his rights under it. I could not person- 
ally make sale of his manufacture, but agreed to the 
arrangement in consideration of having a connec- 
tion in Massachusetts whose occupation would en- 
able him to attend to it. I wrote the agreement as 
he wished, which he took to examine, and to which 
he expressed his assent. There was nothing in it 
which I could have any wish to conceal. It wasa 
common business matter. 

Some two or three days after this he came in, 
apparently under great excitement, on account of 
the low estimate the postmaster general placed on 
his mail bag. I endeavored to calm him by saying 
that the postmaster general was probably ton much 
occupied to examine fully into its merits, and that, 


at a period of more leisure, he would no doubt give 


more attention to it. 

He said the merit of his mail-bag had been alto- 
gether overlooked, and preference given to another 
not half as good; and much else that I need not re- 
peat. I tried to sooth him, and impress him with 
the belief that the postmaster general would appre- 
ciate his at its worth when he should have tried it 
on some of the routes. I said nothing about pulling 
the ‘‘wires,”? nor about ‘merit,’ in the sense in 
which such expressions are attributed to me; nor 
did it ever enter my mind to receive or ask com- 
pensation for any other service than I have above 
mentioned. 

I prepared his specification, with which he ap- 
peared to be well pleased, and which he signed, and 
annexed the usual oath. 

He never executed the assignment to me, nor 
have I received a cent from him for the labor of 
preparing his papers and drawning up his specifica- 
tionand claim. He left the city without calling on 
me, and I have not heard of him since. 

This is the whole matter, so far as I am concern- 
ed, out of which the said newspaper article has 
arisen. J. RUGGLES. 

Washington, Feb. 13. 

From Frorrpa. The “Army and Navy Chron- 
icle,”’ of Thursday last, contains the following of- 
ficial account of the battle with the Indians briefly 
noticed in a postscript in the last ‘“‘ Reersrer.” 
Letters received in this city from Black Creek, 
dated on the Ist inst., state that Sam Jones and Al- 
ligator have had a quarrel, and that the former with 
a part of his band had separated from the latter, 
who was determined to give gen. Jesup a death 
fight. The cause of separation is a charge of cow- 
ardice by Alligator against Sam Jones, in the battle 
with colonel Taylor. 


OFFICIAL. 


Head Quarters, Army of the South, 
Camp on Jupiler river, Jan. 26, 1838. 


Sir: This division of the army, which I have ac- 
companied, took up the line of march from Fort 
Lloyd, at the head of the St. John, on the 20th inst. 
and arrived at the Indian crossing place on the Lo- 
cha Hatchee on the 24th, between 11 and 12 0’clock, 
A.M. The enemy was found there in an almost 





} 


impregnable position, attacked and dispersed, and 
the army encamped on the battle ground. 

The Indian force has been variously estimated at 
from one to three hundred warriers. I am of opin- 
ion that not more than one hundred were engaged; 
but the strength of their position was such that they 
ought to have held it much longer than they did.— 
The regular troops, both officers and soldiers, be- 
haved, as they always do, in the best manner. Some 
confusion occurred among the Tennessee volunteers, 
in consequence of which they suffered nto 5 but 
order was readily restored. Many of them behaved 
with the greatest bravery, and all of them as wellas 
raw troops usually behave in their first encounter 
with an enemy. The north Alabama volunteers 
were on the right and ready for action; but the ene- 
my being before the left and centre, they were not 
engaged. : 

Yesterday was occupied in throwing a bridge 
across the Locha Hatchee, passing the army over, 
and marching to this place, distant four miles, where 
I shall be compelled to wait supplies from Fort 
Pierce. 

Late last night I ascertained, by the scouts sent 
eut in the morning, that the enemy had retreated 
south. Pursuit will be renewed so soon as I shall 
obtain four or five days subsistence. 

My wound, though severe, shall not prevent me 
from moving with the army. 

I have honor to be, sir, 
Your obed’t servant, 
TH. 8S. JESUP, 
Maj. Gen. Commanding. 

Brig. General R. JoNEs, 

Adjutant General, Washington City. 


Return of the killed and wounded. 


Major Gen. Jesup, severe flesh wound in the face. 
Killed. Wounded. 


3d regiment artillery, 2 6 

2d regiment dragoons, 0 1 

Tennessee volunteers, 5 23* 
Total, 7 30 


*8 dangerously (2 since dead) and 15 slightly. 





PeNNsyLVANIA. On Monday last the followin 
resolution passed the house of representatives o 
Pennsylvania, after an animated discussion, by a 
vote of 51 to 49. We will endeavor to give the 
proceedings in detail in our next, with the yeas and 
nays. 

, ae by the senate and house of representatives 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania in general 
assembly met, That our representatives in congress 
be requested, and our senators instructed, to vote 
and use their influence for a postponement until 
the next session of congress, of the act introduced 
by the hon. Silas Wright, of New York, commonly 
called the sub-treasury bill, or any other act or acts 
of asimilar character, and that they vote at this 
session for no act of a similar nature. 

Mr. Hopkins moved a postponement until March 
15th. Lost—yeas 50, nays 50. , ; 

Mr. Pray moved the postpone indefinitely, which 
was lost by the same vote. 

The above resolution, being a substitute offered 
by Mr. Johnson, was then agreed to—yeas 51, 
nays 49, 

Mr. Garrettson moved to amend by adding the 
following: ‘That we have full confidence in Martin 
Van Buren, and in the wisdom and intelligence of 
our democratic senators and representatives in 
congress”—which was carried—yeas 56, nays 44. 

Mr. Hopkins then moved to amend, by adding 
the following: ‘‘That our senators are hereby fur- 
ther instructed, and our representatives are re- 
quested to vote for such a mode of receiving, keep- 
ing and disbursing the public moneys, as will sepa- 
rate as faras practicable the banks from the go- 
vernment,” which was agreed to—yeas 52, noes 48. 

Mr. Hopkins then moved the postpone inde- 
finitely which was again lost—yeas 49, nays 51. 

The resolutions were then passed finally—yeas 
51, nays 49. The preamble to the first resolution 
was then rejected, and the house adjourned. 

P. S. Since the above was in type, we have learn- 
ed that the above instructions have also passed the 
senate, and that certified copies have been received 


in this city. 
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‘violation. He has been ably seconded by lieuten- 
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THE FRONTIER—OFFICIAL. 
From the Globe of Monday night. The subjoined 
extracts of a letter, receiyed at the war department 


from general Scott, show that the whole northern | nearest brigades, if brigadier generat 


frontier is tranquil. This officer has displayed 
equal zeal, ability, and discretion, in the measure 
he has adopted to maintain the character and good 
faith of the country, and to protect our rights from 


ant colonel Worth, whose energy and perseverance 
in the prosecution of the enterprise with-which he 
was charged by his commanding officer entitle him 
to high commendation. 

The measures of pacification adopted by general 
Scott to restrain the excitement, and protect our 
territory on the Vermont frontier, were entrusted to 
brigadier general Wool, who, in conjunction with 
the governor of that state, succeeded in carrying 
them into successful operation. 


Extracts from a letter of Major General Scott to the 
Department of War, dated 
Burra to, Feb. 5, 1838. 

‘‘After much uneasiness, on my part, on account 
of the Detroit frontier, and the safe arrival of the 
troops sent hence in the Robert Fulton, I have the 
honor to report that I this morning, by the return 
of my express, received the most satisfactory re- 
plies from both his excellency governor Mason, 
and brigadier general Brady, dated the 2d instant, 
copies of which are herewith enclosed. By these 
it will appear that the tranquillity of that fron- 
tier has been entirely restored, and that the re- 
gulars, without the aid of a single volunteer, are 
deemed sufficient for its future tranquillity. 

“It may be thought, possibly, that I sent thither 
too large a portion of the regulars from this fron- 
tier; but please reflect, that at the time, I had no 
authority to call upon Michigan, or any state above 
this, for troops; but I knew that the Detroit fron- 
tier was in much danger; that brigadier general 
Brady had not a regular soldier within his reach; 
that much had already been done to tranquillize 
this frontier, and that I retained a sufficient force, 
regulars and volunteers, to maintain its tranquil- 
lity. Besides, the appearance of the two steamers, 
the Robert Fulton and New England, all along our 
shore of the lake, with United States troops, had the 
happiest effect in allaying the excitement, almost 
universal among our citizens, and in preventing 
any unlawful movement on their part. 

“| think too much praise cannot be given to 
lieut. col. Worth, for the extraordinary zeal, per- 
severance, and energy by which he succeeded in 
reaching Detroit in the Robert Fulton, with the 
troops sent hence. Much credit is also due to lieu- 
tenant Homans, of the navy, whom I placed in the 
nautical charge of the boat. A copy of lieutenant 
colonel Worth’s report to mz, dated the 28th ulti- 
timo, is herewith enclosed. It is highly satisfac- 
tory. 

oPhis officer has this moment arrived, through 
the peninsula opposite, having crosed the Niagara 
from Queenstown to Lewistown. He confirms all 
the favorable reports above. He thinks there may 
be 8,000 British troops, regulars and volunteers, 


between the Detroit and Niagara rivers, on the other | dispensable application necessary to endow them 


side, of whom a fourth, perhaps a third, are regu- 


Jars. He saw many large detachments; was receiv- | tal principles of their formation cannot be respect- 


ed with high courtesy every where, and with mili- 
tary honors at Sandwich. The British authorities 
expressed much satisfaction with our movements in 
support of the obligations of neutrality. 


“Captain Wright and lieutenant Talcott, both of | lic. 
the army, were among the gentlemen who returned | tive attributes, and as soon as the government can 


with lieutenant colonel Worth.” 


Extract from a letter of Lieutenant Colonel Worth to | of civil and judicial business, in all its departments. 


General Scett, dated 
“STEAMER FuLtTon, (near Dstroit 
river,) January 25, 1838. 


“In reference to this expedition, I am happy tojresults. I can ussure you that the various authori- 
say that its effect has been beneficial, equal to your | ties are animated with the most laudable zeal to en- 
most sanguine expectations, both as tending to dis- | force, practically, the provisions of the constitution 
Pelee the hostile expedition, and re-assure the well- | in spite of all the obstacles encountered by them in 


isposed portion of our people. 
“The lesson has taught the violator the abili 


and determination of the constituted authorities to | fairs of the financial department will convince you 


maintain the law.”’ 


From the Albany Argus, Feb. 12, 


“We learn that major general Scott arrived in | situation in which it stands, in being compelled to 
this city the day before yesterday, (Saturday even- 
ing,) having, probably, been brought hither, from 


Buffalo, b 
all alon 


lar rumor, we know not; 


y the rumors which are kept afloat} public, the welfare of its officers and of private 
our Canadian frontiers, and one which | individuals, the industry, and, finally, the very ex- 
represented that a new expedition against Canada| istence of society, depend upon its solution. The 
was on foot on the Chateaugay or St. Lawrence | government will not fail to.attend to this import- 
river. Whether there be any thing in this particu- | ant subject, and will inform you, at proper inter- 
ut learn that general | vals, of the result of its labors. Your co-operation 


cellency governor Marcy, for two battallions for 


in that quarter, shall, under the instructions of gen. 
Scott, deem their services important. 

“Whilst writing the above, we further learn that 
a gentleman has just arrived from Buffalo, who 
brings despatches representing that a passenger, 
from Detroit, met at the Black swamp, beyond 
Sandusky, about the 5th instant, a new and large 
band, destined to invade Canada, from our side of 
the Detroit river, and which band had many wagons 
loaded with arms and ammunition. What orders 
general Scott has given, or what movement he may 
make, consequent on this report, we know not; but 
he has, on that frontier, brig. gen. Brady, with a 
competent force of regulars and volunteers to meet 
the contingency, and colonel Worth is immediately 
charged with the protection of the Niagara frontier, 
also with a competent force. 

‘The Vermont frontier (with which and the 
Chateaugay and St. Lawrence rivers, gen. Wool is 
a was, at the latest dates, perfectly tran- 
quil.”’ 





FROM MEXICO. 


Speech of president Bustamente at the opening of the 
Mexican Congress. 


[ Translated for the New-Orleans Bee.| 
GENTLEMEN: You have once more assembled 
for the fulfilment of the duties imposed npon you 
by the important functions with which you are in- 
vested. The return of every successive session 
excites general attention, and inspires the hope 
that a happy future may arrive which shall efface 
the remembrance of our misfortunes and disgraces. 
But at present, especially, the Mexicans direct their 
eyes to the national representation and supreme go- 
verninent, and await with impatience from the go- 
vernment of the year 1838 the accomplishment of 
their wishes, with those guarantees which may en- 
sure the future happiness and glory of our country. 
I should be pleased, gentlemen, to be able to an- 
nounce to you, to-day, the entire settlement of the 
affairs of the administration, but I cannot yet re- 
ward your patriotism by such a declaration; suffice 
it to know that peace and tranquillity are maintain- 
ed, and that the good sense of the nation, and their 
horror of civil war, are continually multiplying the 
elements of general prosperity, whieh it is the 
duty of yourselves and the government to combine 
for the national welfare. The Mexicans, fatigued 
with intestine commotions, which produce no other 
result than salutary experience, begin to sigh for 
repose, and conjure us to unite all our energies for 
the prosperity of the republic. 

In undertaking to conduct the government, I 
forsaw all the difficulties with which I would 
have to contend, from the condition in which its 
various branches were placed. The want of con- 
fidence and credit; the abandonment of works of 
public utility; the distress of the operatives and of 
the army, and the extreme exhaustion of the pub- 
lic treasury, all tended to oppose the execution of 
the laws of the constitution, in that regular and in- 


with moral influence, without which the fundamen- 


ed. The government has not spared its efforts to 
reform existing evils, and has exposed the causes 
which have retarded the creation and establish- 
ment of the tribunals and authorities of the repub- 
Almost all of them now exercise their respec- 


provide for the regular payment of the officers, it 
will pursue, without relaxation, the administration 


From this the happiest effects must flow, and a 
permanent protection of individual rights will not 
constitute the least important of these beneficial 


the exact and faithful discharge of their duties. 
The examination instituted into the general af- 


of the necessity of placing proper restrictions upon 
the public expenditure, and of withdrawing the go- 
vernment from the embarrassing and equivocal 


provide for the most urgent expenses. All the 
most important questions, the good fame of the re- 





Scott has made a further requisition upon his ex- | will doubtless equal your zeal for the public welfare. 


those rivers, and that the governor promptly caused} —a 
orders to be issued to supply the troops from the | discipline-—will form one of the princi 
ool, who is} of the investigation of the executive. 





SS 
The plan upon which the army will be Se 
int as advantageous to the nation as use fy] to 


al Objects 


: i 2 th he suffer. 
ing of our troops while maintaining externa| Se. 


curity and internal order, merited our Eratitude 
and [, for one, can never be indifferent to their 
merits. The departinents of California anq New 
Mexico have re-united with the national gover, 
ment, and their simple inhabitants, worthy of q}j 
our solicitude, display, by various manifestations 
of obedience and “Patriotism, the sentiments } 
which they are animated, and their Willingness {5 
co-operate in the suppression of those unnatura) 
men who seek to subject them toa foriegn yoke 
You have already been informed of the steps take, 
by the government to put a final period to thes 
comtmotions, and I trust that the authors of the do. 
plorable acts committed in New Mexico will meg 
their just reward. 
With regard to the campaign of Texas, [ ¢ay 
only say that it is the first duty of the governmen 
and of the Mexicans, and that it would be acquiting 
myself but poorly of my functions not to employ 
all my power and all my means in order to gy. 
mount those obstacles which have hitherto delayed 
it; I rely, moreover, on the efficient aid and co-ope. 
ration of the legislature. 
I regret to announce to you that the government 
of the United States has not duly appreciated the 
conduct of the republic in sustaining, with dignity, 
the rights of the nation; in acknowledging, with 
the utmost candor, the justuess of some of the 
claims, and denying, with the same frankness, that 
of many others, as founded neither on public right 
nor international law. Our own claims have met 
with no satisfaction on the part of that cabinet; and 
I will not look upon that harmony which should 
exist between two people, for their mutual prosper. 
ity, as perfectly re-established, until I obtain the 

roofs, by a frank and friendly conduct, by the te- 
ca observance of treaties, and by a due regan 
to the principles and relations of national proxin- 
ity. Let us hope that this confidence will be speed- 
ily re-produced, and the government will omit 
nothing to prevent a rupture which would be at- 
tended with fatal consequences to the two most 
powerful States in America. ans 
In a few days you will receive detailed informa. 
tion of all the branches of the government, and of 
my opinions respecting their progress, and the im- 
provements of which they are susceptible. I will, 
however, touch upon one point which has served 
as a pretext to some persons for calumny, and had 
led others into erroneous views respecting my sen- 
timents and conduct. You are aware that J allude 
to the representations addressed to the government 
for the change of the constitution, conformably to 
the wishes of those by whom these documents have 
been subscribed. It is my duty to inform you, on this 
subject, that, although I have lamented the abuse 
of the important right of petition, and still more the 
inquietude and alarm which it has produced in the 
republic, I have employed no other measures than 
a prudent toleration for the defence of the funde- 
mental laws. When the citizens are suffering, 
misguided opinions are partially excusable, and the 
voice of government, and not the hand of Semen 
should be employed in its suppression; 3 al 
events, while it does not extend to acts of open 
rebellion. 

it would be impossible to conceal from your ¢" 
lightened body, and from impartial reflection oe 
the fatal coincidence of public evils with an esta): 
lished system of government often tends to — 
patriotism, and place dangerous weapons I = 
hands of agitators, to propagate discord under the 
specious design of seeking a correction of existing 
vices. The good sense of their justice will Gece r 
sovereign will, manifested in the laws in an exp 
and positive manner, and its love of public spate 
already sufficiently demonstrated, all impose ai 
me the obligation to adhere faithfully to my ‘hich 

Confide, gentlemen, in the ardent zeal whi : 
animates the government in obeying the ey 
will, and thns ensuring the future greatness © , 
republic. You are called upon to enact po : 
just Jaws, which shall overcome every obs sat 
and to confer upon the executive the neces” — 
force for carrying into effect the vast designs 5 
which the welfare of Mexico depends. The oi 
will existing in the various departments, @” atl 
display of their hopes and wishes will suffice? 
guarantee the performance of their duties, evant! 
spirit of concord which will ensure to the eke 
many years of continued prosperity. I have oP alos 

The “Intelligencer”? of Wednesday last 4 ¢ the 
the following paragraph from the speec® “abort 
president of the chamber in reply to oe that 





















speech of Bustamente, which the editors 
print have had translated. 
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—— 
It is much to be magentios that the government 
f the United States does not correspond to the 
; »kness and ood faith of that of Mexico. The 
rie will, doubtless, arrive in which the American 
os will feel convinced that we are no less con- 
oF entious aud religiously scrupulous in the fulfil- 
at of our contracts than zealous in the main- 
mers of our rights. and firm in the preservation 
of our honor and dignity. ca 

«[n respect to the war upon Texas, it is neces- 
ary that it should be carried on, and that those ad- 
venturers who have shown so much ingratitude in 
veturn for the benefits they have received from this 
nation, should be chastised for the same; and the 
executive will have placed at its disposal all the 
means necessary for this purpose, dependent upon 


the legislative body.” 


ADDRESS OF §&. 8S. PRENTISS 
ro THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 





Fellow-citizens: In November last you elected 
me one of your representatives to the 25th congress, 
by much the largest vote ever polled for that office 
inthe state. The election was holden, as you well 
know, at the time, places, and in the manner Pe: 
scribed by your laws, which laws were enacted by 
your legislature, under the express authority of the 
constitution of. the United States. Immediately 
after ascertaining the result of that election, I re- 
ceived from the governor credentials, in pursuance 
of law, and repaired, with all convenient speed, to 
the federal city. I presented my credentials to 
the speaker of the house of representatives, and 
demanded to be sworn in as a member. The 
speaker rufused; and I was told that the seats be- 
longing to the state of ys were already 
filled. Ou examination, I found them occupied by 
Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson. You probably re- 
collect that, in July last, you elected those gentle- 
men to serve you until superceded by such persons 
as you might select, at the general election in No- 
vember, On presenting my power of attorney 
from you, dispensing with their further service, and 
substituting myself and colleague in their places, 
they. utterly refused to obey, and set your mandate 
atopen defiance. Indeed, they had previously as- 
serted, upon the floor of the house, that you had 
elected thein for the whole of the 25th congress; 
that they had been candidates for the whole term, 
and that you so understood it. They demanded 
and obtained, at the special session, by a resolu- 
tion introduced by themselves, a decision that they 
were duly elected to the whole of the 25th con- 
gress; and, relying upon this decision, they object- 
ed, both before the committee and the house, to 
any examination into the question whether you did, 
in reality, intend to elect them for a longer period 
than the special session; thus basing their claim to 
seats, not upon your will, but upon a decision of 
the house of representatives, procured at their own 
lustigation, upon an ex parte examination of the 
case, and without the production of any legal cre- 
dentials or certificate of election whatever. Find- 

lng the attitude in which the matter stood, I pro- 
ceeded at once to attack the decision of the house, 
a3 unconstitutional, ex parte, and founded upon 
palpable mistake. I took the ground that, what- 
¢ver might be the validity of the July election, it 
Was not intended to supercede, nor could it consti- 
tutionally supercede, the regular election in No- 
vember; and that the constitutional rights of the 
people of Mississippi were beyond the control, and 
ove the jurisdiction, of the house of represen- 
latives, I denied the power of one branch of 
the federal legislature to nullify the admitted con- 
‘itutional law of the state of Mississippi, fixing 
the time for the election of her representatives to 


| Congress, [I openly denied, on your behalf, any 


ntention of surrendering your constitutional right 
of choosing your representatives at the time, places, 
and in the manner prescribed by your laws. 
gs a most severe and memorable contest, in 
‘uich every art and effort was exhausted for the 
Purpose of sustaining Messrs. Claiborne and Ghol- 
‘nin their usurped places, the house at length 
‘lemaly decided that they were not entitled to 
ne. as the representatives of the state of Missis- 
Ppl, on the express ground that the July election 
Was unconstitutional and void. This decision was 
rcated upon the obvious principle that the con- 
‘ation of the United States expressly delegates 
> the state legislatures the power of designating 
tole ne place, and manner of election, uncon- 
he: ed, except by law of congress; and that the 
eosature of Mississippi having, in the legitimate 
ely of this power, fixed the first Monday, and 
lo lowing, of November, as the time for the 
,. 00 of her representatives to the 25th congress, 


ie 0 . ° 
designated had no authority to change the time so 


So far the house of representatives honorably 
rectified an acknowledged error into which they 
had fallen, and sustained you against the attack 
which had been made by Messrs. Claiborne and 
Gholson upon your most sacred constitutional 
rights, and these gentlemen were justly turned out 
of the seats to which they had clung with such 
desperate tenacity. I would, for the honor of the 
American nation, if I could, stop here. No sooner, 
however, had the house decided that the July elec- 
tion was void, because November was the only 
time at which an election could be valid, than they 
turned around and again decided that the November 
election was void, because of the error into which 
the house had fallen; and this decision was made 
upon the avowed and monstrous doctrine that you 
could not exercise your admitted constitutional 
right of choosing representatives, so long as the 
blunder of the house in relation to it remained un- 
acknowledged. 

The highest political right which appertains to 
you was suspended, and the state of Mississippi 
totally disfranchised, not by any fault of her own, 
but through the acknowledged ignorance of the 
house. While the house was in error, you could 
not exercise your rights; and a simple resolution 
of the federal house of representatives, by this deci- 
sion, is sufficient, at any time, not only to modify 
but to destroy the right of representation of any or 
every state in the union. No one denied that, in 
pursuance of the law and the constitution, you had 
elected meas your representative, It was yourright 
to elect any body that was denied. It was decided 
that your election in July was void, on account of 
the November election, and that the November elec- 
tion was void, on account of the erroneous decision 
of the house in favor of the July election. Thus, 
at a period when, of all others, your interests must 
require attention, and questions of vital impor 
tance are agitating the country, you are juggled 
out of your whole right of representation in the 
popular branch of the national legislatare, and the 
reason assigned is, that the blunders of the house 
of representatives are constitutional laws, and para- 
Mount to the admitted constitutional laws of the 
States, and of force sufficient to annul the same. 
Doctrines so federal were never before advanced 
In this government; and, if they be correct, then 
is the house of representatives a despot, and the 
rights of the states exist only in imagination. If 
such doctrines are correct, what prevents congress 
from declaring itself perpetual—a rump parliament 
—and then asserting, as they have in the present 
instance, that, so long as that decision remains un- 
rescinded, the constitutional power of the states to 
hold their regular elections is suspended, and their 
laws nullified? 

Upon the question of the validity of the Novem- 
ber election, the vote stood ata tie, and the speaker 
had the glorious infamy of deciding it against you. 
A single representatives from another state exercis 
ed the power of denying your right to any repre- 
sentation; and the still small voice of James K. 
Polk deprived you of that which a hundred thou- 
sanld bayonets coud not have forced from you. 

I wish you to distinctly uuderstand that your 
right of election, either in July or November, has 
been solemnly denied and repudiated. I told 
the house that you would not submit quietly to 
have your elective franchise trodden beneath the 
iron heel of federal despotism, and, that there was 
no possession you would not sooner part with than 
your right of representation, that great legacy of 
the revolution. Was I right or was I wrong in 
thus speaking for you? Whether right or wrong, 
I spoke my own sentiments when I denounced, as 
I did, the action of the house as a plain and _ pal- 
ery violation of the constitution; a foul, high- 

anded and tyrannical usurpation. I looked with 
scorn and derision upon the juggling and hypocri- 
tical pretence of sending the election back for the 
purpose of ascertaining your wishes, when you had 
spoken, through all your legal and constitutional 
forms, in a voice which an idiot could not fail to 
have understood. The house has decided that both 
your elections, in July and November, are void; 
and yet they permit the representative from Arkan- 
sas to hold his seat under two elections precisely 
parallel. 

I tell you candidly and honestly my own opinion 
of the whole transaction, and I have been a close 
and attentive observer. I believe you have been 
basely defrauded of your elective franchise, simply 
because you did not choose in exercising it, to con- 
sult the political taste and complexion of the ma- 
jority in the house. Itis for you to say whether 
you will bow in submission to the rod, and sacrifice 
your great and sacred rights at the shrine of party 
dictation, or whether you will assert your right, 
free and untrammelled, to elect whom you please 





a3 your representatives, 


The true contest now is, whether you or the 
house of representatives shall designate the indi- 
viduals who shall serve you in that body. To the 
bonora,le and high-minded of all political parties I 
appeal, for a dignified and determined assertion of 
the right of election. Believing, as I do, before 
Heaven, that I am your constitutional representa- 
tive, in spite of the tyrannical and arbitrary action, 
of the house; and believing, too, that the honor and 
character of the citizens of Mississippi are deeply 
involved inthe action which they may take in rela- 
tion to this matter, I have deemed it my duty to 
address to you some account of the result of the 
high errand upon which you sent me. I regret 
that my task has been but half accomplished. 
The usurpers have been driven from the capitol; 
but your representatives have been denied admit- 
tance. To the best of my humble ability I have 
obeyed your high behest. It now devolves upon 
you to assert, in such manner as honor and duty 
may dictate, your violated <r 

. S. PRENTISS. 

WasHINGTon City, Feb. 7, 1838. 

P. S. I shall be in Mississippi in few days, when 
I will be able to'explain to you, more at large, the 
outrage which has been committed upon you. 

S.S. P. 


DEATH OF OSCEOLA. 

As we had reason to anticipate from the despon- 
dency spoken of by Mr. Catlin in his letter, a or 
or two since published in the Star, together wit 
the severe attack of quinsy sore throat which this 
chief suffered a few days before Mr. C. left Charles- 
ton, he has fallena victim to those combined causes, 
and now 





“Tife’s fitful fever oe’r 
Sleeps quiet in his grave.” 

He died on Tuesday night at Fort Moultrie, on 

Sullivan’s Island, in the harbor of Charleston. Mr. 
Catlin informs us that a few days before he left, 
Osceola was suddenly attacked one night with a 
violent inflammation of ‘the throat, which proved 
quinsy. The officers and surgeon thought him 
dying, and set up with bim. By copious bleeding 
in the arm, he recovered. It was at this moment 
that Mr. C. saw Osceola under circumstances of so 
impressive a character that he can never erase them 
from his mind. For some distance, before reaching 
his quarters, he heard his deep and heavy groans, 
and on entering found the noble chieftain—who 
could endure every hardship in Florida’s desolate 
hammocks, and who dared to peril any danger 
‘*that man dare do’’—prostrate on his back, unnerv- 
ed, and conquered by disease. His proud spirit in 
its grandeur chafing like a torrent in a compressed 
ravine against the destructible and perishable em- 
bankments that impeded its bounding course. For 
nobly formed as his outward person was, he felt 
that it was too cirsumscribed to contain a soul like 
his, and that with all otherthings earthly, it carried 
the fatal impress of death. 
In his extreme suffering he had torn off his Angola 
Turban, and his black clustering tresses now flowed 
in dishevelled wildness down his nobly formed 
neck and shoulders, and over the lap of the favorite 
wife on whom his head reposed. The other was 
bathing his chest, and it was thus that the group 
were arranged when the artist saw this graphic 
scene. Osceola, manfu'ly as he breasted mortal 
nature, could not conceal the pain he endured. His 
features were distorted, or thrown into an expres- 
sion of mingled despair and resolute firmness to 
meet his fate; the eye rolling in wild frenzy beneath 
the fretted brow; the chest heaving like the ocean 
billows; the throat laboring in the apparently last 
death struggle of the deep gurgling rattle, which 
gave to that fine mouth, that once could utter such 
winning eloquence, the expression of dark despair, 
that implored some pitying hand to put an end to his 
misery. 

There was nothing in the dying gladiator, or the 
writhings of Laocoon—nor of all that sculpture or 
painting has conceived to express the moral subli- 
mity of human suffering, that could surpass this 
scene—that received a deeper coloring from the 
darkness of the chamber, only faintly illumed at 
times by the gleam that fitfully glared from the fire- 

lace upon the noble wreck that was perishing on 
its hearth. ] 

Such appeared Osceola, whose life, history, and 
personal appearance, have been so often graphically 

ourtrayed in our columns by the pens of Catlin, 
Renee, &c. And it was a repetition, probably, 
of the foregoing scene which closed its death door 
upon this great man, by stratagem a prisoner of war, 
and cut off in the zenith of his life by wounded 
pride that preyed on his proud spirit, and forever 
closed upon the brilliant career that, in all probabil- 
ity, was destined for him. 





We are not of those who affect any overweening 
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sympathy for the fortunes of the Indian race, or ex- 
travagant admiration of their character. That they 
have been most inhumanly persecuted by the white 
races, since the first settlement of the country, is 
most true. That they have often taken cruel re- 
venge on their civilized conquerors is uo less so.— 
But of their inferiority, intellectually speaking to 
the whites there can be no 8 she f their destiny, 
therefore, has been of necessity that of subjection to 
us. Their high moral qualities, and their wild but 
blameless life, and their courage, we leave to an- 
other occasion. 

A great man of them—greater doubtless because 
his blood was half white, though his habits were all 
Indian, has fallen among them. In estimating him 
therefore it is necessary to make some deduction 
for our own race. Had his counsels been strictly 
adhered to by the greedy, grasping government 
agents sent into Florida before the war broke out, 
all would have been well—but they had their selfish 
views, and were punished for it with ignominious 
death; and many’s the stream and the overglade 
there, that for these mercenary men has since drunk 
deeply of the blood of our best chivalry. If Osceola 
had lived and gone on the prairies west, 30,000 men, 
as he told Mr. C. were there to do his bidding. He 
made numberless inquiries of Mr. C. of the wood, 
water and game of that region; and there’s no doubt 
his mind was fixed to go, and there to have recom- 
menced a ferocious, cruel, and bloody border war, 
to which that of Florida and all its attendant horrors 
would have proveda mere episode. The Comman- 
ches, the Osages, the Pawnees, and thousands of 
their mounted warriors, with.spear of knight and 
caparisoned horse, would under this noble chief, 
have covered and flower-enamelled praises with 
their conqueiing hordes and carried death and ruin 
throughout the border of the Mississippi from Texas 
to Wisconsin. So far, therefore, his death has been 
a fortunate event for the frontier settlers there, and 
we doubt if the news does not dampen the ardor of 
his successors, Wild Cat and Alligator, now fighting 
for the honor of their incarcerated chief, who was 
the soul, the life, the very body and impulse of every 
movement in Florida, and iakess name imparted a 
talismanic charm that proved an inspiration to bat- 
tle though he was not there. Now that his spirit 
has winged its way to eternity, the face of affairs 
may entirely change. 

All who compare the fine portraits of Osceola, 
which, happily, for the curious Mr. Catlin had so 
fortunately seized at the very last passage of his 
glorious life, will be struck with the perfect corres- 
pondence of their traits to all that we know of his 
character, and also of the immeasurable distance 
there is, between his physiognomy and form and 
that of the mere Florida Indian himself, like Mica- 
nopy, Cloud, Coadjoho, who are of a darker hue 
and coarser features, analogous to the African.— 
While Osceola’s bear the very stamp of high mettled 
nobility and of commanding genius. The pensive 
melancholy cast of expression,the lurking fire of a no- 
ble black eye, a towering forehead,whose finely carv- 
ed and compressed outline and playful smile, indicate 
an unflinching firmness of resolve. 

But the theme is too inviting and our space too 
circumscribed, tosay more at present. We have no 
doubt that crowds will flock to the Stuyvesant Insti- 
tute to look at the lineaments of this truly great 
man; for there only can we now form an idea of 
what he was who has filled so large a space in the 
annals of our conntry.—N. Y. Star. 


From the Charleston Courier of Feb. 6. 

DeEatH oF Ocrora.—We have been favored 
with the following statements of the physicians in 
attendance on this distinguished chief, during the 
illness which resulted in his death, and insert them 
in our paper, believing that they will be read with 
much interest. 

As, no doubt, a curiosity exists in the public mind 
to know the causes which led to the death of Oceola, 
the distinguished Seminole chief, and as many re- 
ports may be circulated on the subject, I have 
deemed it advisable to give publicity to a state- 
ment of the circumstances attending his last illness. 

I ain impelled, moreover, to do this from another 
motive—the sense of a duty which I owe to myself 
and those entrusted with his safe keeping—being 
conscious that nothing has been omitted in the dis- 
charge of that trust, which could, inany way, have 
contributed to the health and comfort of the de- 
ceased. 

On the 26th of January, ultimo, he was attacked 
in the night with a violent quinsy, of which I was 
informed very soon after, and hastened to his room. 
He was then laboring under considerable difficulty 
of deglution and respiration, accompanied with pain 
and inflammation of the tonsils. To prevent suffoca- 





tion, it was necessary to support him nearly in an 
erect position. His pulse was full, quick and hard. ‘ 


Blood was instantly drawn, and an emetic and blis- 
ter prescribed. At this moment an Indian entered 
the room, who, as I afterwards understood, was held 
in high esteem as a prophet and doctor. From the 
moment of his entrance there was a refusal to take 
any thing. Finding myself debarred from the ad- 
ministration of suitable remedies, and feeling the 
responsibility devolving upon me, I requested pro- 
fessor B. B. Strobel to visit the patient with me.— 
He attended and used his best exertions to prevail on 
the patient to submit to treatment, such as sacrifica- 
tion, leeching, &c.—but he pertinaciously refused; 
not but what he would have been disposed to acqui- 
esce, had he not been overruled by the influence of 


his family. 
F. WEEDON, Assistant Surgeon. 
For Moultrie, Sullivan’s Island, Feb. 5. 


At the request of Dr. Weedon, I visited Oceola at 
Sullivan’s Island. I saw him in the evening, by 
candle light—he was lying on his blanket before the 
fire, his head propped up, and two Indian women 
(one on each side of him) employed bathing his 
neck with warm water, in which some herbs had 
been steeped. He was breathing with much dif- 
ficulty, his brow contracted, and his countenance 
indicating great bodily pain. His pulse was full 
and quick, skin hot and dry. I requested his per- 
mission, through the interpreter, to examine his 
throat, to which he assented. I discovered that the 
tunsils were so much enlarged as greatly to impede 
respiration, and that the mucous membrane of the 
pharynx was in a high state of inflammation. As 
there was some danger of suffocation unless the dis- 
ease was arrested, I proposed to scarily the tonsile. 
The patient referred us to his conjurer, who was 
sitting on the floor covered up in his blanket, with 
all the air and dignity of a great man. He said no! 
I next proposed to apply leeches to the throat and 
back of the ears—the conjurer said no! I proposed 
lastly some medicine and a stimulating wash to be 
applied internally—which he also refused—saying 
that if the patient was not better in the morning, he 
would give him up to us. I urged, entreated and 
persuaded him, to let us do something, for maliobt e.g 
I did not doubt his ability to cure, in the woods, 
where he could have access to his roots and herbs— 
yet here he was placed under different circumstan- 
ces, and as be had no means within his reach— 
begged him to yield up the patient to us. All was 
in vain, and we were finally compelled to abandon 
Oceola to his fate. 

In conclusion, I have no hesitation in declaring 
that I entirely coincided with the views and pre- 
scriptions of Dr. Weedon, and believe that had he 
been permitted to put thei in practice, the patient 
would have recovered. 

B. B. STROBEY, M. D., 
Professor of Anatomy, Medical college, 8. Ca. 
Charleston, 5th February, 1838. 


FLORIDA—OFFICIAL. 
CAmp PIERCE, ON INDIAN RIVER, 
January 17, 1838. 

Commodore: The day before yesterday, on the 
head waters of Jupiter river, we found a fresh trail, 
which, in following, led us to herds of cattle and 
horses; amongst these we captured asquaw. The 
woman, on being questioned, told us of several 
parties of Indians camped in the neighborhood. 
We took her as a guide, and after a march of five 
miles struck a large beaten trail at the head of a 
cypress swamp; at the same instant we heard the 
war whoop before us. The charge was made 
across a deep swamp in a handsome manner, and 
the fire became general along the line. Acting 





lieutenant Harrison, of the navy, was soon shot! steps to he taken to recover the dividends withh 


down, and his divisien left without-an officer. 
Lieutenant Fowler, of the artillery, was directed to 
penetrate the swamp to the right, whilst the re- 
maining two divisions, now under the command of 
actin ‘lientenant McArthur, of the navy, contin- 
ued the advance inline. The enemy was driven 
seven or eight hundred yards to the margin of a 
larger cypress, where they made a most determined 
resistance. Lieutenant McArthur was here badly 
shot, and the surgeon, doctor Leitner, killed. The 
men were fast falling, and the evening closing upon 
us, and having already as many wounded as I 
could hope to carry safely to the boats, I concluded 
to draw off the men, and return to our landing. | On 
recrossing the swamp lieutenant Fowler’s division 
was well placed, and by a steady fire, covered the 
retreat of our little party. But his division soon 
shared like the others; lieutenant Fowler being 
shot down, leaving captain Johnston, the adjutant, 
save myself, the only officer on his feet. Lieuten- 
ant Fowler’s division, under the guidance of capt. 
Johnston, closed the rear; and to the steady cour- 
age and conduct of this officer we are mainly in- 
debted for the comparative security in which we 


retured to our boats. The first charge was 
about four in the afternoon, and the firin 
sustained until half past seven at night. 

The enemy was in greater force than we 
pected, and outnumbered our party so muc 
cover our flanks, the squaw whom we 
off says one hundred. I am inclined to pejjc, 
that the other camp gathered upon us durine 4. 
action. 8 the 

What the Indian loss may be, I cannot Say: thre 
bodies were passed as we advanced, and five 
others were seen to fall by more than those Wa 
shot them. We used part of the time the buckshot 
cartridge, which must have done execution. 

In mentioning the conduct of the commang I 
will only say that the officers were all shot at th. 
head of their divisions, cheering them on; and J 
will not conclude without noticing the exceller; 
deportment of sergeants Low and Cantwell, ¢¢ 
company I, first artillery, 

Acting lieutenant Murphy, with part of his giyj. 
sion, was absent on detached service; twenty-thre 
men were left with the boats; so that the commang 
engaged numbered somewhat above eighty. Qy, 
loss has been considerable, and, in the death of p;. 
Leitner, irreparable. He proved himself a man of 
singular ability, modesty, and courage. Hayiy 
lost our surgeon, it became my first duty to convey 
the wounded to a post. 

Killed—Dr. Leitner, surgeon; Thomas Tait, sea. 
man; James McLane, do,; A. W. Fullerton, com. 
pany I, first artillery; Jacob Kepler, do. 

Wounded—Lient: M. Powell, lieutenant com. 
manding; acting lieutenant H. N. Harrison, (se. 
verely); acting lieut. P. McArthur, (severely 
twice); lieut. W. H. Fowler, U. 8S. A. con. 
manding company I, first artillery, (twice); ser. 
geant Long, first artillery, (twice); Brooks, or. 
derly to commandant company I, first artillery, 
(twice); Curran, Canthorn, (twice); Gillan, Gibbs, 
Gleason, Austin, Fosier, Frazer, March, and Whit- 
ten, privates, company I, first artillery; John Clark, 
boatswain’s mate, (severely); Ira Thompson, sea- 
man; John Jascoinb, do. (severely); Matthew Mc. 
Garan, do.; Ephraim Hathaway, do.; (three times 
severely); Francis Williams, (severely.) . 

Recapiiulation—1 surgeon, 2 seamen, 2 soldiers, 
company I, first artitlery—Total killed, 5. 

4 commissioned officers, 1 non-commissioned do. 
11 privates, company I, first artillery, t boatswain’s 
mate, 5 seamen—Total wounded, 22. 

Total killed and wounded, 27. 

Very respeetfully, &c. 
L. M. POWELL. 


Made 
§ Was well 


h as to 
brought 


Commodore DALLAS. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The following report was made to the senate on 
the Ist inst. by the secretary of the treasury. 

Treasury Depariment, 
February 1. 1838. 

Sir: Having reported on the first branch of the 
resolution of the senate, passed 17th ultimo, I now 
proceed, as requested, to present a separate reply 
to the last branch of it. 

The question, “whether the late bank of the 
United States has yet paid or accounted with the 
government the sum of $160,000, detained on pre- 
tence of a claim of damages, for the non-payment 
of the draft drawn on the French governmeit, 
must be answered in the negative. 

In consequence of the unwillingness of the bank 
to pay over the sum thus retained, or to ee 
adjusted in the late settlement, on account of the 
| share of the United States in its capital stock, this 








‘department, on the 14th of March last, requested 


the solicitor of the treasury to cause proper er 
He has accordingly given suitable directions for 
that purpose to the district attorney of eastern 
Pennsylvania. 

The correspondence 
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the United States have sustained by depositing a 
public revenues in banks, or by peed | the no > 
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States, which, including interest, nearly & oa 
$1,800,000; some aqonctice 4 allowance has 
made by me for future collections. 

But the loss by deposites in banks which bye 
stopped specie payments since 1836, cann 
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ae 
pole sums still due from those last banks, stand- 
od to the credit of the treasurer, amount to about 
35,926,801. Other sums to the credit of the vari- 


ous collecting and disbursing officers of the United’ 


are deposited in those banks, equalling, in 
Stanvobability, four millions of dollars, but ‘Tost 
of which are in the course of being paid out as 

a ed. 
ne much, if any, if these last sums due from 
banks which have stopped specie payments since 
1336, will not be collected from either them or 
their sureties, cannot, of course, be at present as- 
certained, —_ : ‘ 

The opinion expressed by this department in 
September last, that they will all finally be collect- 
ed, remains but little impaired or changed by what 
has since occurred, though some difficulties and 
delays must intervene before satisfactory settle- 
meuts can be effected with all of them; and per- 
haps a few losses may in the end be sustained. 

The loss of the United States, ‘‘by receiving the 
notes of banks whose bills became depreciated,” is 
another and a distinct inquiry. When looking to 
the large amount received on public account, and 
paid out in 1814, 715, 716 and 717, much damage 
to the United States, as well as to the community 
occurred from their great depreciation, which it 
is impossible to compute with accuracy. But 
from 1814 to 1817 inclusive, the direct loss to 
the United States on bills that were depreciated, 
but were still received and paid out again on pub- 
lic aceount, probably equalled five or six millions 
of dollars. The amount of such bills then re- 
ceived, and still on hand, constitutes another item 
of loss, which, with interest, is computed at 
$173,470. 

In 1837, the direct loss to the United Stateg from 
these two sources has been very trifling, because 
the department refused to authorize the receipt of 
any bank notes, except those convertible into spe- 
cie, in payment of public dues. 

The indirect loss, however, to the United States, 
through the occasional receipt of those bills from 
banks by disbursing officers, and the payment of 
them for new supplies and contracts, has it is ap- 
prehended, been considerable, though the data for 
calculating the amount are too indefinite and im- 
perfect to justify the estimate of any particular sum 
with confidence, 

The direct loss sustained by public officers and 
the community, rather than the United States, from 
sometimes taking such bills, whether on public ac- 
count or for other purposes, are inquiries still dif- 
ferent in their character, attended with much diffi- 
culty, and on which no computation is presented, 
as they are supposed not to be embraced within the 
resolution. 

Respectfully. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Hon. RicHarp M. Jounson, 
president of the senate. 


TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

Friday, February 9.—Mr. Knight presented a me- 
morial from the Rhode Island historical society, 
asking that copies might be procured for them of 
certain documents in the public offices of Great 
Britain. Referred. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, stated that he was charg- 
ed with the duty of resenting several petitions 
Which he had in his hands to the senate, from a 
large number of mechanics and laborers in Brook- 
lyn and New York, which, being all of the same 
tenor, he would take the liberty of reading one of 
them. [Here Mr. Clay read one of the petitions, 
stating that the petitioners had been ordinarily em- 
ployed by the government in the construction and 
repair of vessels in the navy yard at Brooklyn, but 
were recently discharged from the service; that, 
Owing to the general stagnation of all business, they 
are unable to obtain any employment in the private 
walks of life, and praying that the frigates Sabine 
and Savannah may be completed, and they there- 
by be afforded the means of obtaining subsistence.] 
Mr, Clay had not himself added up the number of 
the petitioners, but the aggregate was stated to be 
upwards of eleven hundred. And they were repre- 
sented tohim to be highly industrious, orderly, and 
respectable citizens. 

Ir.C would take this occasion to say he had 
‘een no evidence so distressing of the embarrass- 
inents of the business of the country as that which 
ad been furiiished by these petitioners. So ecom- 
pany was all business paralyzed by the rash and 
nado measures of the government, that these pe- 
‘loners, finding no employment in the private 
Walks of life, were coming here and entreating the 
sovernment to employ them in the completion of 
“sels and on public works} When gentlemen 








might thus see the ruin, embarrassment, and ¢is- 
tress pervading all classes of the community, the 
results of expedients and experiments in their ca- 
reer of adventure on the public interests, Mr. Clay 
would entreat them, in the name of justice, hu- 
manity, and the suffering of the country, to ask 
whether it would not become them to pause, look 
at the ruin which was spreading over the land, and 
to endeavor to reconstruct the public prosperity 
again on a sure, solid, and tried basis. 

Mr. C. could now only commend these petitions 
to the committee charged with the naval affairs of 
the country, under the hope that it might be com- 
patible with the interest of the zovernment to grant 
the prayer of these petitioners to complete the ves- 
sels alluded to, and thus produce the incidental re- 
sult desired by the petitioners. Looking at the 
condition of these unfortunate people, Mr. C. said 
he could not but concur with the sentiment express- 
ed ata large and respectable meeting, lately held 
in New York, that the question now was, not bank 
or no bank, but of “bread or no bread.”” The peti- 
tions were referred. 

Other petitions and memorials were presented, 
and referred : 

By Mr. Wright: from a large number of mer- 
chants of New York, remonstrating against the 
continuance of the express mail. [Laid on the 
table, as the subject is not now before the commit- 
tee.] Ordered to be printed. By Mr. Robinson: 
for a post route in Illinois. By Mr. Young: from 
citizens of Ulinois, asking a donation of land for 
the improvement of the navigation of Fox river. 
Also, remonstrating against certain mail routes in 
the northern part of Illinois. By Messrs. Mouton, 
Niles, Roane, McKean, Merrick, Ruggles, Bayard, 
and Young, on individual claims. 

The following bills were reported from commit- 
tee, read, and ordered to a second reading: For the 
relief of the legal representatives of George Du- 
vall and others. For the relief of Thomas L. 
Winthrop and others, (remodelled by committee. ) 
For the relief of David Gilmore. The bill to au- 
thorize the indemnity of certain Missouri volun- 
teers for horses lost or cast away in the voyage to 
Tampa Bay. 

By Mr. Ruggles: granting a patent to J. M. Per- 
kins, and another, (unheard. ) 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, the com- 
mittee on the public lands were instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of applying the Alabama two 
per cent. fund in the construction of a railroad in 
that state. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, a call was ordered on 
the secretary of the treasury for the names of all 
banks that declined to receive the public deposites 
in 1833 and 1834, or that surrendered the public 
deposites after they had received them; with copies 
of the correspondence, &c. on this subject. 

Also, for the annual amount of balances of the 
public money remaining in the treasury at the end 
of the year, from 1789 to the present time. 

The house bill for the relief of the administrators 
of Edward W. Duvall was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The motion of Mr. Webster [laid on the table on 
Wednesday last] to refer the report to the secretary 
of the treasury on the subject of the payment of 
pensions and fishermen’s bounties in bills of the 
Comtmonwealth Bank at Boston, to the committee 
on finance, was taken up and agreed to. 

The report and resolution from the committee on 
the library, to supply the committee rooms with co- 
pies of certain Lcéhe, including the laws of the 


United States and the journals of both houses of 


congress, was taken up, Gordon’s digest added to 
the list, on motion of Mr. Davis, and, after some 
conversation, agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the bill changing the 
times of holding the United States courts in the 
eastern district of Virginia was taken up, amended, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

A motion of Mr. Linn to make the adjournment, 
when the senate should adjourn, from this day till 
Monday, was agreed to. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
imposing additional duties, as depositaries in cer- 
tain cases, on public officers, &c. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, during two hours and a 
half, addressed the senate at large in opposition to 
the bill. 

The senate then adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, February 12.—Mr. Webster presented 
the memorial of Daniel Beech, and 545 other citi- 
zens of Hartford, in Connecticut, against the sub- 
treasury scheme, and made some remarks in favor 
of the high character and intelligence of the me- 
morialists. After some remarks from Mr. Niles in 
reply, the memorial was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The chair presented from the treasury department 





statements of the annual balances remaining in the 
treasury at the end of the year, from 1789 to the 
present time. 

Also, a report of the commissioner of the general 
land office, in pursuance of a senate resolution of 
the 25th ult. on the subject of the sales of the 
public lands. Laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Davis presented a great number of petitions 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia. Motion to receive laid 
on the table. 

Also, numerous petitions and resolutions of pub- 
lic meetings against the annexation of Texas to the 
union. Laidon the table. 

Mr. Webster presented numerous petitions, pray- 
ing the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia, and among them one 
signed by more than 4,000 women of Boston. 

Mr. Webster moved that these petitions be re- 
ceived, and referred. Mr. Clay, of Alabama, ask: 
ed if the above named 4,000 women of Boston were 
single or married ladies. Mr. Webster. If the gen- 
tleman is a single man, he can go there and inquire 
of the ladies themselves. Mr. Clay. I make the 
inquiry, because, if they are married ladies, I think 
they might be better employed than in sending such 
petitions here. Mr. Webster. On this point they 
are of right their own judges; and without doubt 
they believed that, for the time, they could not be 
better employed. Mr. Clay having remarked that 
he only alluded to this in reference to the course 
heretofore pursued by members here, moved to lay 
the motion to receive the petitions on the table; 
which was done accordingly. 

Mr. Webster also presented a variety of remon- 
strances against the annexation of Texas to the 
nnion, one of them being the proceedings of a meet- 
ing at Fanueil hall, in Boston. 

On the callof Mr. King, the above-mentioned 
proceedings at the meeting in Faneuil hall were 
read, chiefly assigning the reasons for opposing the 
annexation of Texas to the union. 

Mr. Webster said he had not intended to accom- 
pany these memorials with any remarks; but as 
the reading of this memorial had been called for, 
he would say that, as to the first resolution, that 
which spoke of the persons who had established 
government in Texas, &c. he did not feel bound to 
concur in expressing the opinions which the reso- 
lution expressed: because we had acknowledged 
the independence of Texas—it stood, towards us, 
like any other government, and he should not feel 
that he was properly discharging his public duty, 
if he indulged in any thing reproachful towards 
that government. 

As to annexation, Mr. Webster said his opinions 
were already known, and at the proper time he 
should endeavor to maintain them, Ke. 

Mr. Calhoun made a few remarks on the disas- 
trous results towards which, in his view, these pe- 
titions and proceedings were tending—results which 
he had long foreseen, and about which he had now 
almost ceased to speak, believing the time was 
parsed to speak here on the subject. 

Mr. Webster would say, that it was far from. the 
intention of these memorialists to treat this body 
with disrespect, or toinsult any member of it; they 
merely spoke with warmth ona subject in which: 
they felt deeply interested, and had no design what- 
ever of insulting any one. 

The petitions were then laid on the table. 

Mr. McKean also presented petitions ou both 
these subjects, which were disposed of in the sane 
manner. 

Mr. Buchanan presented an additional memorial 
in behalf of Pittsburg, as a site for one of the six 
western hospitals. Referred. 

Also, in behalf of officers of the army of the 
United States during the second war of our inde- 
pendence, asking congress that they might be pla- 
ced on the same footing in relation to grants of land, 
with officers of the first war of our independence, 
Referred, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, from a number of the citizens of Philadel- 
phia county and city, for a dry dock in the navy 
yard at Philadelphia. Referred. 

Mr. Prentiss presented the petition of Moses Sar- 
geant, praying fora pension. Referred. 

Mr. Allen rose, and said he had been requested 
to present to the senate the resolutions and declara- 
tion of the general assembly of Ohio, on the sub- 
ject of the public lands and the currency. He 
moved that they be laid on the table and printed. 

They were read, on the call of Mr. Smith, of 
Indiana, strongly remonstrating against innovations 
on the old and tried land system, claiming the land 
as the common property of all the states, remon- 
strating against the sub-treasury scheme, and call- 
ing the attention of their members of congress to 
these opinions. 
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They were then laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Merrick presented the preamble and resolu- 
tions of the legislature of Maryland, in reference’ 
to that portion of the president’s last annual mes- 
sage which recommends the establishment of a na- 
tional foundry, accompanied with a request that the 
senators and representatives from Maryland would 
endeavor to fix the location of such foundry at 
Havre de Grace, which the legislature highly re- 
commended for that purpose. 

Mr. M. having read this document, moved that 
it be referred, together with that portion of the pre- 
sident’s message which related to this subject, to a 
special committee. 

Mr. Tipton said this subject had already been 
considered by the military committee, and they had 
instructed him to report a bill, leaving the location 
of such foundry to the discretion of the executive. 

Mr. Merrick expressed the hope that the coinmit- 
tee would reconsider the subject, taking into view 
the new documents now introduced in favor of 
Havre de Grace as the site of the foundry. 

Mr, Roane expressed the same hope, and desired 
that the committee would take into view the claims 
of Virginia to such an institution, which Mr. R. 
proceeded to urge in detail. 

Mr. Buchanan was pleased that the senator from 
Indiana had eunwehted: to delay making the report. 
He (Mr. B.) had received communications from 
highly respectable citizens of Maryland, on the 
subject; and his own constituents were interestea 
in the question. 

He was pleased that the legislature of Maryland 
had for once approved a recommendation of presi- 
den Van Buren. He hoped that this approval would 
be followed by others of the same dhuvdeter: He 
would also congratulate the senators from Maryland 
upon the very amiable manner in which that legis- 
lature had expressed their wishes. They simply 
requested, but did not command. Now, in the state 
which he had the honor in part to represent, they 
did things in a different manner; all parties there 
believed with him in the right of instruction; and 
they did not hesitate to exercise this right. In re- 
gard to Havre de Grace, he thought it possessed 
many advantages as the site of a national foundry. 
It was ina central situation, from which there was 
a water communication with almost all parts of the 
union. If it were deemed that it might be too 
munch exposed to hostile incursions from the enemy 
in time of war, there was another site in the same 
state, some eight or ten miles above, on the Sus- 
quehanna, which would be more secure; whilst it 
probably possessed equal advantages. He would, 
therefore, recommend these sites to the favorable 
consideration of the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Merrick said he believed Maryland would 
consent to any thing which would most promote the 
prosperity and happiness of the whole American 
people. It was true that they had sent to their 
members of congress a simple request on this sub- 
ject, which, at such a time as this, he presumed, 
would be more approved by the senator from Penn- 
sylvania than any thing in the form of instruction 
or command. But the members from Maryland 
were disposed to obey a request in this instance, as 
Havre de Grace, in their view, possessed greater 
advantages for such an institution than any other 
place; which advantages Mr. M. proceeded to enu- 
merate. 

Mr. M. also presented a memorial in favor of the 
same location, which, with the above resolutions, 
were referred to the committee on military aflairs, 
(the motion for a special committee having been 
withdrawn.) 

After the presentation of a number of petitions 
of minor importance— 

Mr. Roane, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill supplementary to the 
act concerning the District of Columbia. Read, 
and ordered toa second reading. ' 

Mr. Grundy, from the committee on the judiciary, 
to whom that part of the presicent’s message had 
been referred, relating to issuing and circulating 
notes of the late bank of the United States, by the 
United States bank of Pennsylvania, made a report 
on the subject, which he read, [oceupying three- 
fourths of an hour] accompanied by a bill imposing 
a fine not exceeding $10,000, or confinement at 
hard labor in lieu thereof, not exceeding ten years, 
for issuing, or uttering in any way, the notes, drafts, 
or othersecurities of corporations chartered by the 
United States after their charter has expired. It 
also gave the United States courts jurisdiction, for 
the purpose of imposing injunctions. 

Mr. G. moved that the bill should now be read a 
second time, for the purpose of fixing on some day 
for its consideration. There was no desire to has- 
ten its consideration. 

Mr. }Vebster thought it was not necessary to fix 


any day; it was competent in the senator to call it 
up at any time, and the svoner the better. 
} Mr. Grundy hoped the senate would set some 
ay. 
Mr. Webster desired that the senator might fix 
his own day when he proposed to show that con- 
gress had notany such power as that claimed by the 
bill, or that it would be expedient to exercise it, if 
pee had. 
n motion of Mr. Grundy, the bill was then made 
the special order for Wednesday week. 

Mr. Wright said this report was one of the most 
important documents of the session, and moved that 
10,000 extra copies be printed (with the bill, on 
the ie, pete of Mr. Grundy.) 

Mr. Webster inquired how many extra copies of 
the president’s message were ordered to be printed? 

The reply was, 5,000. 

Mr. Benton. How may books on the post office 
difficulty were printed by the senate? 

The reply was, from different quarters, 20,000— 
30,000. 

The motion to print ten thousand extra copies of 
this report and bill was carried: ayes 24, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. Linn, from the committee on public lands, 
reported bills for the relief of John E. Metcalf, and 
others; and of the children and heirs of William 
Fisher; which were severally read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Tallmadge presented pri- 
vate petitions, which were referred. 

Mr. Tipton presented joint resolutions of the le- 
gislature of Indiana, in favor of the Cumberland 
road. Referred, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. White, a call was ordered on 
the secretary of the treasury for a copy of all the 
correspondence between the secretary, or other offi- 
ceis of the department, and the district attorney of 
north Alabama, in relation to the late receiver of 
public money at Huntsville, Alabama. 

On motion of Mr. Mouton, the committee on fi- 
nance were instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of increasing the salaries of the officers of 
the branch mint at New Orleans. 

On motion of Mr. King, the committee on com- 
merce were instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of making an appropriation for buoys at the 
mouth of St. John’s river, Florida. 

The house bills authorizing the Washington 
monument society to erecta monument on the pub- 
lic land; and providing for the paying of pension- 
ers at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, were severally read 
twice, and referred. 

The house bill for the relief of the administrators 
of Edward W. Duvall was read a third time, and 
passed. 

Also, the bili to change the times of holding the 
United States courts in the eastern district of Vir- 
ginia. 

"And the resolution authorizing the purchase of 
certain books for the use of the committees of the 
senate. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, the com- 
mittee on patents were instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of repealing or modifying the law 
requiring patents to be recorded in the city of 
Washington. 

The bill to prevent the counterfeiting of foreign 
coin, and the bill to ascertain and mark the southern 
boundary of Wisconsin, were severally considered, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The senate having resumed the consideration of 
the bill on this subject, 

Mr. Niles spoke at large in favor of the bill, and 
in opposition to Mr. Rives’s substitute for the bill, 
and before he had concluded, he gave way to a mo- 
tion to go into executive business; and, after an 
executive session, the senate adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 13. Mr. Webster presented a me- 
morial from the board of trade in the city of N. York, 
setting forth the great evils and sufferings which 
arise from the present state of the currency and the 
exchanges, and praying relief from congress. 

This memorial, said Mr. W. proceeds from prac- 
tical men, from men of business, from men whose 
daily wert ak aga necessarily makes them conver- 
sant with the subjects upon which they address 
themselves to us; and whose opinions, therefore, 
are of a thousand times more vahiats my opinion, 
than the theories and the experimental projects 
which we may frame here. 

I will, (said Mr. Webster,) ask leave to read some 
art of this memoria] ; and Mr. W, read as fol- 
ows : 

“Your memorialists, engaged_in trade with citizens 
of all sections of the country, find themselves great- 
ly. embarrassed, not only by the inability of many 
of their debtors to pay what they owe, but also by the 





difficulty of collecting those debts which are good, and 
of transferring their funds from distant places. 





“The banks in our city now object to discouns;, 
receiving for collection business notes payable aj..." 
of the banks in the country, and many of the gi”! 
banks decline receiving these notes for collection sa 
when the business debts are promptly paid, anq even 
certificates of deposite remitted for them, our ej 
are subjected to heavy losses in realizing the yp, 
here. ‘That these losses are not owing to want onl 
fidence in the security of the paper, is evident from a 
fact, that banks, about whose solvency there in le 
doubt, are responsible for its payment. At ha 
these bank certificates on Charleston, are at 1'].9 
cent. discount ; on New Orleans, 3 1-2 to 4 per Cent: ’ 
Mobile, 6 to 7 per cent; on places in Mississippj, 16’ - 
cent; on Nashville, 12 to 14 per cent; and on le 
in Michigan, 12 to 14 per cent. How different 1, 
from the state of things when the late United States 
bank was in operation, regulating the currency 4), 
equalizing the exchanges, is matter of common no). 
riety. 

“Your memonialists do not present to your notic, 
these facts for the purpose of casting censure or tee 
reach upon the state banks. These institutions doy;. 
ess have, in general, done what they thought they 
could, consistently with their duty to their stockhol. 
ers, to supply the place of the national bank ; and thei; 
failure to do so has arisen from their resources and oy. 
ganization being wholly inadequate to the object. 7, 
produce concert of acnon among banking institutions 
in different parts of the country, there must be an idep. 
tity of interest which cannot exist where the institutions 
are independent of each other. Your memorialists ar. 
aware that when the banks return to specie payments, 
the rate of exchange between any two parts of the 
country cannot greatly exceed the expense of trays. 
porting specie between those two places, and that oy 
domestic exchanges may then be regulated as our fi. 
eign exchanges are, by the transportation of specie fo; 
balances. But this admits a great fluctuation in foreign 
exchanges, and it would doubtless be greater in the co. 
mestic ; and the fluctuations would be more frequent, 
because the balances of trade are changing between 
different portions of our country, much more rapidly 
than between our whole country and any other. To 
arrange these balances in this manner, however, wil 
necessarily be attended with great expense and risk, 
and large amounts of specie will be withdrawn from 
other useful objects, to accomplish what might other- 
wise be effected with much greater safety, econo- 
my and advantageto the community. The frequent 
transfer of specie to arrange balances between difler- 
ent sections of the country would naturally cause 1- 
pid expansions and contractions of the circulating me- 
dium issued by specie-paying local institutions, and thus 
the measure of the value of property, which, of all 
other things, the welfare of the community requires 
should be uniform, will be in a state of constant vane 
tion. 

“ Again: the fluctuation of domestic exchanges, of 
which the mode of settling balances by specie would 
admit, would be a serious injury to our prosperity, and 
materially check commercial intercourse between dis 
tant places. The merchantin New York, for instance, 
could not sell to the trader in Tennessee for notes pay 
able in that state, without charging, in addition to the 
prices of his goods, enough to indemnify him agains 
what it may possibly cost to have the funds transterred 
to New York, when paid; and the trader from Ten 
nessee could not with safety, promise to pay for lis 
goods in New York on a certain day, as it would be 
entirely uncertain at what rate he could obtain the 
means of remittance, or, indeed, whether he could re 
mit at all, without sending a special messenger with the 
specie. Nor would the merchants be the only, or, indeed 
the principal, sufferers from this awkward and cisorgt 
nized condition of affairs, Although the late expen 
ments upon the circulating medium and exchanges hav 
produced on this class the most immediately rant 
and destructive efiects, it must be evident to all, nt) 
least acquainted with the principles of trade, that 1 
the difficulties and obstacles thrown in the way of th 
trader will ultimately bear upon the commodities 4 
changed, and enhance the price to the consumer, 0! . 
minish the returns to the producer. ‘Thus, not © 
merchants only, but the people—producers and const 


Citizens 


change of commodities of all kinds as great as po* 
ble. Your memorialists feel deeply, and would respe’ 
fully, but earnestly, urge upon your honorable bow 
the importance, nay the absolute necessity to rae 
perity of this widely extended country, of esta ‘tit 
some system which will furnish a convenient cil 
medium of the same, or nearly the same, value throt E 
out all sections, and secure the domestic exchang 
ly persuaded that this greatand desirable ovyject i 
be obtained by the action of the state governments” 
that it is the imperative duty of the national £0 
ment to accomplish it.” 


While these memorialists, sir, said: Mr, W. ré 
congress with all soberness and earnestness, © 
the subject of the currency into their hanes: 
recommend no doubtful or untried expedieni 7 
their opinion, congress has only to return tot , 
proved and always successful policy, whic 
country has adopted and pursed heretofore. tol 
say that their board has had much mere B 
conversant with the questions respecting hat 
rency, especially for the last five years; 0 
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a 
with very few exceptions, that a national institu- 
tion ought to be established. ‘They say, that re- 
cent events have more and more confirmed their 
inions, and they express a most confident belief 
that the people, in all parts of the nation, are rapid- 
ly becoming converts to the same sentiments. — 

Mr. President, it is now two or three years since 
[ declared in my place here, that I should make no 

yroposition or effort for a national bank, till a very 

eneral feeling of the country should appear to me 
fo demand it. [ struggled through the contest with 
the executive in 1832, and the executive triumph- 
ed, over the will of large majorities of both houses 
of the legislature. I brought the subject repeated- 
ly before congress In subsequent years, but the pos- 
itive assurances of snccess in following its own 
measures, Which were constantly made up by the 
executive, for the time satisfied the country. 

Mr. President, I remain where I was. I wait 
the progress and the results of the general opinions 
of the country. The question has been presented 
jn all views, and argued in all forms, and there is, 
especially now, a new view of the question pre- 
sented in the message of September, the most dan- 
gerous and alarming of all, because it proposes an 
absolute relinquishment of all concern for the cur- 
rency, and this view is fully followed out in the 
measure before us. This new proposition has been 
discussed, and is still under discussion. I wait to 
see whether congress will sanction this total over- 
throw of onr old and established policy, and rush 
headlong into a career for other untried expedients. 

I wait with much more anxiety, and I must say, 
that I wait with some hope, for the declaration of 
the public judgment. I wait to hear from the peo- 
ple, and to learn their will, expressed in authentic 
form. Meantime, I shall content myself with op- 
posing, to the utinost of my power, all such mea- 
sures as the sub-treasury scheme, and every thing 
else which proposes to surrender or abandon the 
sulemn duty of congress under the constitution. 

The memorial was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed 

The vice president 
treasury departinent, in pursuance of a resolution 
offered by Mr. Benton, calling for the names of re- 
ceivers of the public money who have violated the 
treasury specie order of July, 1837. Laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Several petitions, &c. were presented and refer- 
red, among them were the following: 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana: a joint resolution of 
the general assembly of that state, requesting their 
senators aud representatives to use their exertions 
to procure for the state the pre-emption, at the mini- 
mum price, to the lands acquired by the late treaty 
with the Miami Indians in that state, to aid the 
state in her works of internal improvements; which, 
on his motion, was ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the committee on the public lands. 

Mr. Norvell said he was charged with a memorial 
from the Columbia typographical society of Wash- 
ington, composed entirely of letter-press printers. 
The memorialists remonstrate against the passage 
of any law recognizing the principle of internation- 
al copy-right for the benefit of uropean authors. 
This association was composed of a body of citi- 
zens very intelligent and respectable ; as enlighten- 
ed as any other body of men in the United States. 
They were necessarily so from their pursuits and 
professions in life. Their opinions upon this sub- 
ject were entitled to great weight. He moved that 
the memorial be read, printed, and referred to the 
committee on the patent office, to whom other me- 
rnin upon the same subject had already been re- 
erred. 

The motion was agreed to. 

A number of private bills were reported and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, acall was ordered on the 
secretary of war for all information in his posses- 
sion in relation to the Orregon country, and fora 
map of that country as recently known. 

On the motion of Mr. Grundy, the committee on 
the judiciary were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of allowing mileage to the district 
judges of the United States. 

Mr. Hubbard offered a resolution, which lies over 
ne day, requiring that no papers should be with- 
drawn from the files of the senate without leaving 
es thereof certified by the secretary of the senate. 

lhe bill to prevent the counterfeiting of foreign 
Coin; anid the bill to anthorize the président to as-| 
certain and mark the southern boundary line of 
"Isconsin territory, were severally read a third 
lime and passed. 

. The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 

ltaposing additional duties as depositaries on certain 

Brite officers, &c.—the question being on Mr 
ives’s state bank substitute. 


presented a report from the ; 


of the bill, on motion of Mr. Wright, the senate 
adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 14. After several petitions and 
memorials had been presented, the following among 
other rosolutions were offered and agreed to: | 

By Mr. Robinson: instructing the committee on 
finance to inquire into the expediency of so ainend- 
ing the tariff law of 1830 as to allow states to im- 
port railroad iron free of duty. 

By Mr. Roane: calling on the secretary of the 
treasury for a report, with such detailed statements 
of the accounts of collectors, receivers, and dis- 
bursers of the public money, as would show whv 
of them had been defaulters, the amount of defal- 
cation, &c. 

By Mr. Benton: calling on the secretary of war 
for the official report of Col. Zachariah Taylor, con- 
cerning the battle of the 25th December last with 
the Florida Indians. | 

[Mr. Benton entered into adetailed account (but 
in a voice too low to be intelligibly heard by the 
reporter) of the circumstances attending the above 
mentioned battle, with aview to vindicate the Mis- 
souri volunteers froin any charge of poltroonry. 

Mr. Crittenden said he had no objection to the 
adoption of the resolution proposed by the senator 
from Missouri, (Mr. Benton.) He certainly was 
not disposed to cast any imputation upon the Mis- 
souri volunteers. He entertained great confidence in 
the general gallantry of the western militia; but he 
was not sufficiently informed to pronounce any 
judgment on the conduct of these volunteers upon 
the particular occasion alluded to. He would re- 
gret to find them deserving of any censure or re- 
proach. But he felt bound in justice to say farther, 
that he was well acquainted with colonel Taylor, 
the commanding officer whose official report was 
complained of, and that there was not in the army 
a better or braver officer, nor in the world a more 
truthful gentleman. 

Mr. Linn, from the committee on the public 
lands, made an unfavorable report on the claim of 
John Riley. Lies on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan, on leave, introduced a bill sup- 
plementary to the act to regulate processes in the 
courts of the United States, to provide for the com- 
pensation of the officers of said courts and of 
the jurors and witnesses. Read twice and re- 
ferred. 

The vice president presented a statement from the 
treasury department, in obedience to tke second 
section of the act of February, 1835, for the ad- 
justment of certain claims to land in Louisiana, 
with reports on the subject from the register and re- 
ceiver of the land office, and a communication from 
the commissioner of the land office touching the 
validity of these claims. 

Also, in pursuance of the same act, a report from 
the register and receiver of the land office in the 
district of New Orleans. Severally referred, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill for appointing an additional judge of the 
orphans’ court, in the city of Washington; and 

The bill to change the times for holding the 
United States courts in the ninth district, were 
severally considered, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
imposing additional duties as depositaries on cer- 
tain public officers, &c. The question being on 
Mr. Rives’s substitute for the bill, 

Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, spoke till half past 
four, in support of the bill, and on various colla- 
teral subjects; when he had concluded, 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Friday, Feb. 9. The speaker laid before the house 
the following: 

Wasuineton, Feb. 9, 1838. 
Srr: I have this day forwarded to the governor of the 
state of Pennsylvania my resignation as one of the re- 
presentatives from that state, in the present congress of 
the United States, which I respectfully request you to 
communicate to the house. 

Iam, with great and sincere regard, 
Your obedient servant, 
HEN. A. MUHLENBURG. 
Tothe hon. Jas. K. Poin, Speaker, §c. 


The letter having been read— 

Mr. Wise rose and said: Mr.speaker: As I came 
to the capital this morning, I met the hon. Henry 
A. Muhilenhurg, and, as soon as‘'I saw him, aregret 
arose in my bosom that he was about to take leave 
of us here. I have known hin, sir, ever since I 
have been in public life; and permit me to say that 
he, as a man, by his amiable deportment and many 
comely virtues, was endeared to all who knew him 
personally. Asa politician he was one of the most 
faithful; as chairman of the committee on revolu- 





Mr. Niles having concluded his remarks in favor 





of the committee of investigation of the last session, 
he bore all the burdens laid upon him by his party 
with all due patience. I regret, sir, that he has 
escaped the operation of the amendment of the 
constitution which I lately had the honor to report, 
prohibiting the president trom appointing members 
of congress to office, but I rejoice that Mr. M. has 
been removed from the scenes of turmoil and con- 
test here and in Pennsylvania, to the haven of rest 
and reward in another country! 

The following reports were made from commit- 
tees, viz: 

Mr. Whitilesey, of Ohio, from the committee of 
claims, reported a bill for the relief of Francis 
Mailaby. 

Mr. W. also made a report adverse to the peti- 
tion of Hiram K. Turk. 

Mr. Chapman, from the committee on public 
gh reported a bill for the relief of Sutton Ste- 
phens. 

Mr. Morris made a report from the judiciary com- 
mittee, against the petition of Henry S. Harvey. 

Mr. Cheatham, from the committee on private 
land claims, reported a bill for the relief of Don 
Louis Rosamond Orrillon. 

Mr. Thomas, from the committee on the judi- 
ciary, reported the senate bill No. 184, to amend 
the act of the 3d of March, 1837, entitled an act 
supplementary to the act entitled an act to amend 
the judicial system of the United States, without 
amendment. 

Mr. Bell, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported, without amendment, senate bill to amend 
‘An act entitled an act for the appointment of com- 
missioners to adjust the claims to reservations of 
land under the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
1830, with the Choctaw Indians.” 

This bill, [which proposes to extend the term of 
service of these commissioners,] after debate, was 
made the special order for the morning hour to- 
morrow. 

Mr Curtis asked the unanimous consent of the 
house to allow him to present a memorial; and leave 
being granted. he presented the petition of Richard 
P. Hart and others, interested in the navigation of 
the Hudson river, praying for certain modifications 
of the senate bill relating to the regulating of steam 
vessels. 

On motion of Mr. Toucey, 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole house on 
the state of the union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of so much of the message of the president of 
the United States as relates to the late bank of the United 
States, and the re-issue of its notes by its present trus- 
tee, and that the same be referred to the committee on 
the judiciary. 

The house having passed to the order of the day, 

which was the consideration of private bills, the 

first bill coming up in order (on a previous post- 
ner = a was for the relief of the heirs of Robert 
ulton. 

Mr. McKay moved the postponement of the bill 
to Friday next. Mr. Whittlesey and Mr. Curtis op- 
posed the motion, and Mr. Petrikin supported it; 
and, the question being taken, it was negatived 
without a count. 

The question then recurring on ordering the bill 
to a third reading, Mr. Owens, of Georgia, called 
for the reading of the report of the secretary of the 
navy on the case; which was read accordingly. 

An animated debate now arose, which occupied 
the house during the remainder of its sitting. 

The bill was opposed by Messrs. Owens, McKay, 
Craig and Russell, and advocated by Messrs. Wise, 
Whittlesey, Hoffman, Legare and Biddle; when Mr. 
Duncan, after expressing a desire for further infor- 
mation relative to the case, moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill to the first Friday 
in March next; but the motion was negatived with- 
out a count. 

Mr. Petrikin moved an adjournment; negatived. 
Mr. Russell moved to amend the bill by striking 
out “one hundred” before “‘thonsand dollars,” (re- 
ferring to the sum to be paid to Fulton’s heirs) and 
inserting “twenty-five,” but subsequently modified 
the motion so as to leave the sum in blank. 

On this motion he demanded the yeas and nays, 
which being taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 80, 
nays 111. 

So the motion to strike out was rejected. 

Mr. Haynes then moved to strike out ‘‘one hun- 
dred”’ and insert “fifty.” 

Mr. Wise demanded the previous question; the 
call was seconded; the previous question carried; 
and the main question was taken on engrossing the 
bill in the following form, viz: 

A Bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton. 
Be it enacted, a That the secretary of the treasu 
pay to the heirs of Robert Fulton one hundred thousan 
dollars, for the services of said Robert Fulton in invent- 
ing a system of coast and harbor defence, and in testi 





tionary claims, he did his duty; and as a member 





its utility; and for his services for inventing and superin- 


ART ame mary ms 


i} 
td 




























































































































a 
get ay 


ea aaah i AIT oe 


Se 


ee, 


eae. ge Nie aE FT 
—e ne ag EO ~ a oC 
* Je . ay te Reh ah haem wr gig va - oo Dae a traces 
Song gO Sire _ Palo sw EN ctor 9 Sta aise fn aia toy GPineteons ig 


Fie ta al Nh railing re 
- awe * 
pai 
Sot Sarees 


i a 


ee 





rT 
legera’ — egecds ~~ 


Seti 


om iE Pace — 


pee we 


ia Sa eg me (Sl eS He 
nomen i ee 
at al 


eee 
2 TG TOE LN LE 











































































































92 NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—FEBRUARY 17, 1838—CONGRESS. 








tending a steam frigate at New York, during and after 


the late war; and for the use of his patent for steam fri- | 


gates; and for the detention of his steamboat Vesuvius, 
impressed into the service of the United States, and de- 
tained from the thirteenth of December, eighteen hun- 
dred and fourteen, to the twelfth of March, eighteen 
hundred and fifteen, both days inclusive; and for the 
damage done to said boat while she was aground at 
New Orleans. 

And decided in the affirmative by yeas and nays 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, J. W. Allen, 
Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Broadhead, Bron- 
s0n, WB. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, Cotabonend Wm. B. 
Campbell, John Campbell, T. J. Carter, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Cilley, Cleveland, Corwin, Cran- 
ston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, 
Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Elmore, 
Evans, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Filmore, Rice Gar- 
land, ‘Goode, Wim. Graham, Grant, Grennell, Haley, 
Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, 
Howard Hubley, Thomas B. Jackson, J. Jackson, 
Jenifer, Henry j Pichon sy Wm. C. Johnson, Kemble, 
Legare, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Samson Ma- 
son, Martin, Maury, Maxwell, Robert McClellan, 
McClure, McKim, McKennon, Mercer, Milligan, Mit- 
chell, Moore, ©. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Palmer, 
Patterson, Paynter, Peck, Phillips, Potts, Pratt, Reed, 
Richardson, Ridgway, Rives, Rumsey, ©. Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Spencer, Stone, 
Stratton, ‘Taylor, Thompson, Tillinghast, ‘Titus, ‘To- 
land, Vail, Wagener, Albert S. White, J. White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, T. '['. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, J. L. 
Williams, 6. HL Williams, Wise, Yorke—115. 

NA YS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Atherton, Beatty, 
Bicknell, Briggs, Wm. B. Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cushman, 
Dawson, Dromgoole, Duncan, Everett, F arrington, 
I. Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Glascock,,Grantland, Graves, 
Gray, Griftin, Hall, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, 
Holt, Hopkins, W. H. Hunter, J. Johnson, J ; 
Jones, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Mc- 
Kay, A. McClellan, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, S. 

- Morris, Qwens, Pennybacker, Petriken, Pope, 
Rariden, Randolph, Rencher, Robertson, Russell, 
Sheffer, A. H. Shepard, Sheplor, Smith, Stuart, Talia- 
ferro, Thomas, Toucey, Turney, Underwood, Web- 
ster, Weeks, Lewis Williams, J. W.Williams.—70. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr, Wise, it was then read a third 
time, and PASSED. 

[The debate on this bill was highly interesting. 
The opposition to it was placed mainly on the 
ground that in making up Mr. Fulton’s account 
with the pe neem the secretary of the navy had 
made by far too large an allowance for his personal 
services, and also for the use, by the government 
of his steamboat Vesuvius, during the attack on 
New Orleans, were she was impressed for the con- 
veyance of troops, and was run aground while thus 
employed, and remained useless for three months 
of that busy period. The opposition of Mr. Rus- 
sell was determined and persevering, and accom- 
panied, occasionally, by remarks not highly com- 
plimentary to the merits of the illustrious dead. 

The defence of the bill was warm, resolute, and, 
at times, very eloguent. The merits of Fulton, the 
debt of gratitude due him from the whole American 
people, and the national reproach arising from the 
destitute situation of his orphan children, were 
dwelt upon with great effect, especiaily by Mr. 
Hoffman and Mr. Legare; while Mr. Whittlesey 
advocated the claim in the, most spirited manner, 
as matter of right, on the documentary evidence 
submitted to the committee of claims. ] 

The house adjourned over till Monday. 


Monday, February 12.. The whole of the day, 
from the opening of the house to the adjournment, 
at about 6 o’clock in the evening, was occupied in 
an excited discussion of a motion by Mr. Wise, for 
a committee of inquiry, originally moved in the fol- 
lowing terms: 

«Whereas, the following publication appears in 
the New York Courierand Inquirer, to wit: 

Corruption in congress, We yesterday published a 
letter from “the Spy in Washington” directly charging 
a member of congress with corruption, and offering to 

ove the charge before a committee of either house, 
when called upon for that purpose. We republish the 
charge to-day, and call upon congress promptly to in- 
stitute the investigation thus challenged, both as an act 
of justice to himself and to the country. “The Spy in 

ashington,” it may be said, is not an ostensible or 
responsible person; but we desire at once to obviate 
this difficulty, by stating, as we now do, that he is known 
tous, and that whenever called upon by a committee 
of congress, we pledge ourselves that he shall be forth- 
coming, and that he is one whose standing warrants an 
jmmediate proceeding on the part of congress. 

Extract from yesterday's Courier and Enquirer. 


“The more brief statement, the better it will be un- 
derstood, It is in my power, if brought to the bar of 
either house, or before a committee, and process allow- 
ed me to compel the attendance of witnesses, to prove, 
by the oath of a respectable and unimpeachable citizen, 
as well ag by written documentary evidence, that there 


is at least one member of congress who has offered to barter 
his services and his infiuence, with a riment or de- 
partments for compensation. ‘Why, sir, said the appli- 
cant for contract, ‘if my proposition has merit, it will be 
received. If it has not, 1 do not expect it will be ac- 
cepted” And what do you think was the answer of 
the honorable member? _I will give it to you in his own 
emphatic language: ‘ Merit’ said he, ‘why, things do 
not go here by merit, but by pulling the right strings.— 
Make it my interest, and I wil p the strings for you.” 
“THE SPY IN WASHINGTON,” 

“Therefore Resolved, That a select committee of —~ 
members, with power to send for persons and papers, 
be appointed to inquire into the charge of corruption 
therein contained against a member of congress; that 
as soon as the committee ascertain the name of the per- 
son accused, they give him notice to appear before them, 
and attend such examination, and that they report to 
this house.” 

“In the course of the discussion— 

Mr. Dromgoole moved to amend by striking out 
all after the word ‘‘resolved,” and inserting: 

‘That the subject-matter of the charge contained in 
the foregoing publication be investigated at the bar of 
this House, aad that a subpeena be issued requiring the 
attendance of to be examined touching 
the same.” Gs 

Mr. Loomis moved to amend Mr. Dromgoole’s mo- 
tion by striking out after the word “that,” and in- 
serting as follows: “That Matthew L. Davis be 
forthwith subpenaed to the bar of the house, to tes- 
tify and give evidence of what he may know res- 
pecting the name of the member implicated, ané 
the authors of this information.” 

Mr. Rives moved to amend Mr. Loomis’s amend- 
ment by inserting after the word ‘member,’ the 
words “if a member of this house.” 

The amendment of Mr. Loomis was accepted by 
Mr. Wise as a substitute for that part of his propo- 
sition proposed to be stricken out. 

Mr. Underwood gave notice that if this amend- 
ment were rejected, he should move the original 
proposition as it stood before the modification of the 
mover. 

Mr. Thomas moved an adjournment. The ques- 
tion being taken by tellers, resulted as follows: 
Ayes 72, noes 91. 

Mr. Underwood moved to strike out the whole, and 
to insert the original proposition of Mr. Wise. 

Mr. Cushman demanded the previous question, 
which was not seconded; 83 voting in the affirma- 
tive, and 85 in the negative. 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Underwood, the yeas and nays were ordered, 
and then 

Mr. Clary moved an adjournment, which was lost. 
76 to 90. 

Mr. Wise moved to strike out the words “if a 
member of the house.” 

Mr. Underwood asked the chair whether, if he 
withdrew the clause alluded to, another member 
could move it? 

The chair responded in the affirmative; where- 
upon 

Mr. Underwood withdrew that clause, and 

Mr. Haynes moved its re-insertion; and upon this 
motion the yeas and nays were ordered. 

This amendment was discussed by Messrs. 
Haynes, Turney, Wise and Underwood, and the lat- 
ter moved an a‘ljournment, which motion (at 6 
o’clock) was carried. 

And the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, February 13. The unfinished business 
of yesterday was the motion of Mr. Wise, then so 
modified as to read as follows: 

‘Whereas, the following publication appears in 
the New York Courier and Inquirer, to wit: 

Corruption in congress. We yesterday published a 
letter from “the Spy in Washington” directly charging 
a member of congress with corruption, and offering to 
prove the charge before a committee of either house; 
when called upon for that purpose. We republish the 
charge to-day, and call upon congress promptly to insti- 
tute the investigation thus challenged, both as an act of 
justice to itselfand to the country. ‘The Spy in Wash- 
ington,” it may be said, is not an ostensible or respon- 
sibie person; but we desire at once to obviate this dif- 
ficulty, by stating, as we now do, that he is known to 
us, and what whenever called upon by a committee of 
congress, we pledge ourselves that he shall be forthcom- 
ing, and that he is one whose standing warrants an im- 
mediate proceeding on the part of congress. 


Extract from yesterday's Courier and Enquirer. 
y y q 


“The more bricf my statement, the better it will be 
understood. It is. in my. power, if brought to the 
bar of either house, or before a committee, and process 
allowed me to compel the attendance of witnesses, to 
prove, by the oath of a respectable and unimpeachable 
citizen, as well as by written documentary evidence, 
that thereis at least one member of congress who has of- 
fered to barter his services and his influence, with a de- 
partment or departments, for compensation. ‘Why, sir,’ 
said the applicant for a contract, ‘if my - gh armoypen has 
merit, it will bereceived. If it has not, I do not expect 








it will be accepted.” And what do you think was the 








answer of the honorable member? I wij] give it 
in his own emphatic language: ‘Merit, said he «> 
things do not go here by merit, but by pullin g the why, 
[ Sack Make it my interest, and I will pull the tree 
or you. ee 
“THE SPY IN WASHINGTON» 
“ Therefore Resolved, That Matthew |. Davis 
forthwith subpoenaed to the bar of the house, to ~ be 
and give evidence of what he may know respecting 
name of the member implicated, and the authors oF he 
information.” - 
This motion Mr. Underwood yesterday moved t 
amend by striking out the whole of it after the ae 
‘‘Resolved,”’ and inserting in lieu thereof the fo} 
lowing: ; 
“That a select cemmittee of », With power ; 
send for persons and papers, be appointed to inquire 
into the charge of corruption therein contained agains; . 
member of congress: that as soon as the commiitee gs. 
certain the name of the person accused, they give him 
notice to eppesr before them, and attend suc examin- 
ation, and that they report to this house.” ; 
The question immediately depending, when th. 
sitting and the subject were this morning resumeq 
was on a motion by Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, to j;,. 
sert in this last amendment after words « members 
of congress,”’ ‘if of this house.” 


The speaker having stated the question— 

Mr. Wise rose, and said that he had received, by 
last night’s mail, the Newark Daily Advertiser, pub. 
lished at Newark, N. J., in which the editor has the 
following allusion to the case which he had brought 
to the notice of the house. [Mr. W. here read the 
paragraph to which he referred, viz. 

“The disgraceful case here alluded to by the corres. 
pondent of the Courier and Enquirer, and all the facis 
connected with it, have been known to us for a week 
pee. and we intended, at a proper time, to bring them 

efore the public. As the Spy in Washington, however 
has broached the subject, with a view to congressional 
inquiry, we shall withhold them for a reasonable time, 
that the case may not be prejudged or prejudiced by 
popular feeling; simply adding here that the chief wit- 
ness referred to is a respectable citizen of this city, and 
the member of congress a senator of the United States 
now in his place.’’] 

In this paragraph the editor seemed to speak 
knowingly on the subject, and as, from the intima- 
tion here given, it would appear that the individual 
concerned is a member of the senate, Mr. W. cid 
not any longer care whether the words in the 
amendment were inserted or not. Let the witness 
come forward, and say that the individual implica- 
ted was a senator; then the case would be clear.— 
He hoped, till then, the question would be no fur- 
ther debated, but that the house would forthwith 
pass the resolution in one form or the other. Either 
way, Mr. W.’s object would have been sufficiently 
attained, which was to vindicate the honor of this 
house from a charge which struck so deeply at its 
integrity. 

Mr. F. O. J. Smith, of Maine, said that, from 
some floating rumors which prevailed in the house 
last evening, he had been induced, after the ad- 
journment, to make some farther inquiries, in such 
direction as the rumors seemed to point out, and 
obtained further information than it had been prac- 
ticable to procure on the floor of this house. The 
result was such as to satisfy him that it would be- 
come a subject of regret, not only to the gentleman 
from Virginia, but to every gentleman in this house, 
that a proceeding had been instituted on so slight 
and insufficient a basis. He was led from these in- 
quiries to believe that the individual implicated, not 
being a member of this house, but of the senate, S0 
far from desiring, on that account, to evade the most 
rigid scrutiny should take place, both on his own 
account and on that of the body to which he belong- 
ed, feeling fully assured that it must result in the 
most complete and absolute acquittal of himselt from 
all charge of fraud on the government, or fraud on 
an individual. If the information Mr. 8. had re- 
ceived was true, or if it had the least approach to 
truth, such he was confident must be the 1ssue— 

The chair here interposed, and observed to the 
house and the gentleman from Maine that it was 
not in order to animadvert upon the conduct or 
votes of any member of the senate; such a proceed- 
ing must lead to endless difficulties betwee! Be 
two houses. The only ground on which it cout e 
justified was as a measure preparatory to wc nigee 
ment. The chair did not undertake to decide the 
legal question whether a senator was, as an officer 
of the government, liable to impeachment or not.— 
But he must enforce the rulee of order, which 
mitted proceedings against a senator only when 
had vielated the privileges of the house. iP 

Mr. Smith said he was perfectly aware of women 
and of the interpretation upon it by the chair; OV 
as the house had not been furnished with any ¢ 
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ful to the house to have such information as might 
lead it to suspend its judgment. 

The chair again stated the parliamentary law, 
and warned the house that, should it attempt to 
deal with a senator, it would only involve itself in 
difficulty by attempting action in a case where it 
had no jurisdiction; each house being the protec- 
tor of its own privileges. The senator would be 
entitled to his witnesses, &c., and the whole case 
would be productive of trouble and confusion. 

Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, appealed to Mr. 
Smith not to continue his remarks, but to close 
them by moving to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. Smith said he should do so; but would only 
remark that the gentleman from Virginia was now 
himself satisfied that the person charged was a 
senator. 

Mr. Wise protested against this position. He 
was not so satisfied: all his leaning to that opinion 
rested on the article he had read from the Newark 

aper. If the gentleman knew it was a senator, 
why did he defend him here? Let him respond for 
himself in the senate. 

Mr. Smith now moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, as suggested by Mr. Thomas. 

On this motion Mr. Rencher demanded the yeas 
and nays, 

Mr. Robertson inquired whether the gentleman 
from Maine was authorized to state that the persons 
implicated was not a member of this house. 

r. Smith said he could only give such informa- 
tion as he had already given. 

Mr. Rives asked Mr. Smith to withdraw the mo- 
tion; but he declined doing so; and ) 

The question was then put on the motion to lay 
the subject on the table, and decided in the nega. 
tive—Yeas 46, nays 137. 

Mr. Haynes now moved the previous question; 
and it was seconded by the house—Ayes 83 noes 73. 

The previous question was then put and carried. 

The main question being upon agreeing to the 
resolution of Mr. Wise as above stated, without 
amendment, was taken by yeas and nays as follows: 

YEAS—Adams, Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, 
Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, 
John Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Wm. B. Carter, 
Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cilley, Clark, 
Clowney, Coffin, Corwin, Craig, Cranston, Cushing, 
Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Dunn, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, R. Fletcher, 
I. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Gallup, J. Garland, Glas- 
cock, Goode, J. Graham, W. Graham, Graves, Gray, 
Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Harrison, Harper, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Henry, Herod, Hoffinan, Holsey, Hopkins, 
Howard, R. M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, H. John- 
son, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, James M. 
Mason, 8. Mason, Martin, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McKim, 
McKennan, Mercer, Miller, Mitchell, Montgomery, 
Morgan, M. Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ozle, 
Parker, Patterson, Patton, Pennybacker, Plumer, Pope, 
Potts, Prentiss, Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Rhett, Rich- 
ardson, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, 
Sheffer, Sheplor, Sibley, Southgate, Spencer, Stanley, 
Stewart, Stone, Stratton, Taylor, Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Titus, Toland, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagener, Web- 
ster, Albert S. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, J. W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Yell—140. 

NAYS—Messrs. J. W. Allen, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
Childs, Coles, Connor, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, De 
Graff, Dennis, Evans, Everett, Fry, Hall, Harlan, 
Hawes, Holt, W. H. Hunter, Ingham, J. ohnson, W. 
C, Johnson, Lawler, Mallory, Marvin, Menefee, M: ore, 
Samuel M. Morris, Noble, Noyes, Owens, Petriken, 
Phillips, Potter, Randolph, Shields, Slade, Smith, 'T'a- 
liaferro, Thomas, Toucey, Underwood, T. T. Whitile- 
sey, C. H. Williams, Worthington,—46. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

The Speaker accordingly issued his summons, 
a Mr. M. L. Davis was brought to the bar of the 
louse, 

A preliminary question was raised by Mr. How- 
ard as to the interrogatories to be propounded to 
the witness, and that gentleman introduced a reso- 
at setting forth specific interrogatories to be 
put. 

Several amendments were proposed, and npon 
them a debate arose, which extended to a conside- 
fable length; and the mover having modified his 
resolution conformably to an amendment proposed 
by Mr. Evans, the previous question was demand- 
ed by Mr. Bronson, and ordered. 

_Mr. Grennell asked for a division of the resolu- 

lion, so that the question might be taken on the 
Proposed interrogatories, seriatim; and this devi- 
sion being ordered, 

The first interrogatory, to wit: ‘Are you the 
author of the above letter?” was ordered—87 ayes 
to 78 noes. 

. The remaining interrogatories being the follow- 


ing . 





| 


‘“‘And whether he declines or not to answer the above 
question then the speaker shall put the following : 

“2. Do you know who is alluded to, or intended to 
be charged in the preceding letter ? Answer yea or nay, 
as the case may be, without giving the name. 

“Is the person thus alluded to a member of the house 
of representatives ? 

“If the answer be in the affirmative, then, 4. what 
is the name of the member ? 

Were then carried by one vote, without a divi- 
sion. 

The witness was then placed at the bar of the 
house, and sworn by the speaker. The article in 
the Courier and Euquirer containing the extract 
froin the letter of ‘the Spy in Washington,” con. 
taining the charge under consideration, was read to 


him, and the chair propounded to him the first of 


the above interrogatories. To which Mr. Davis 


responded, that he was, then,‘arraigned at the bar of 


the house without counsel ; and he asked to be per- 
mitted to state his own case. He most respectfully 
asked that honorable house to permit him to say 
why, in his opinion, he ought not to be required to 
answer that interrogatory: and if permitted to do 
so, said he would occupy but a few moments of the 
time of the house. 

Upon this request of the witness, Mr. Bronson in- 
terposed an objection, and the witness having with- 
drawn the question, whether he be permitted to 
give his reasons for not answering this interroga- 
tory, was debated at length by Messrs. Bronson, 
Wise, Lincoln, Foster, Parker, Patton, Thompson, 
Haynes, Sibley, Boon, Glascock and Holsey. 

Mr. Howard followed Mr. Holsey, amidst loud 
and constant cries of question; and after silence was 
obtained, said that he had risen to move the previous 


question; which motion was sustained by a vote of 


119 ayes, noes not counted. 

The main question, “shall the witness have leave 
to state his reasons for not answering the first inter- 
rogatory?” was carried (the yeas and nays having 
been ordered) in the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 90. 

Mr. Everett moved an adjournment of the house. 
Lost. The witness was then brought in, and the 
chair inforined him that the house had voted to per- 
mit him to give his reasons why the first interroga- 
tory should not be answered. 

Mr. Davis (the witness) returned his thanks to 
that most respectable body for their courtesy in 
giving him that permission, and said that, as the 
best evidence he could give them of his sincerity, 
he would occupy but a very few moments of their 
time. He protested, solemnly, agains: the power 
of the house of representatives to arraign him, part- 
ly as a criminal, and partly in the attitude of a wit- 
ness, for the purpose of criminating himself. The 
letter in question was written, as it shows upon its 
face, by one who was prepared, at proper time, to 
sustain its allegations; and the editor of the paper 
in which it was contained had accompanied its 
publication with the assurance that the writer was 
forthcoming. While, then, a legal and proper mode 
of obtaining this investigation was thus plainly 
pointed out, he demanded why he was to be brought 
to that bar, and to be thus interrogated? He would 
not consent, tamely, thus to be arraigned and ques- 
tioned. He would not set a precedent, to be placed 
upon the journals of the house, which would here- 
after be used to sanction similar abuses of what he 
considered to be the rights of the citizen, guaran- 
tied to him by the constitution of bis country; nor 
would he consent to go forth to the world, to be 
pointed at as the poor trembling coward, who, know- 
ing his rights, did not dare, in such a situation as 
that in which he was then placed, to maintain them. 
He felt that he had rights, and knew them to be 
constitutional. But, while he protested in this man- 
ner against this arbitrary and illegal action of the 
house, he would not have any gentleman within the 
sound of his voice imagine that he was shrinking 
from responsibility. ‘There was one way, he said, 
to proceed in this matter, so as to elicit truth.— 
Since he had left the hall, he had prepared such a 
reply to the interrogatory that had been propounded 
to him, as it was his intention to give, and he would 
send it in writing to the table, and ask leave to have 
it entered upon the journal of the house. 

{[t was as follows: 

“T deny the right of the house to ask, and therefore I 
decline to answer the question whether I am or am not 
the author of the Spy in Washington, or the extract 
from the letter referred to in the interrogatory; but, at 
the same time, respectfully state that I know the mem- 
ber of congress to whom the spy alludes, and am pre- 
pared to name him at the bar of this house or else- 
where.” ; 

The second interrogatory being propounded to 
the witness, viz. 


“2, Do you know who is alluded to, or intended to be 
charged, in the preceding letter?’ Answer yea or nay, 
as the case may be, without giving the name.” 


He replied “I do.” 
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To the third interrogatory, in these words: 

“Ts the person thus alluded to a member of the house 
of Representatives?” 

He responded **No.”* 

The chair then informed the witness that, by the 
order adopted by the house, he was then discharged. 

Whereupon the witness retired from the bar of 
the house. 

And the house, on motion, adjourned. 


Wednesday, Feb. 14. ‘The journal of yesterday’s 
proceedings having been read— 

Mr. Wise remarked that the entry in the journal 
respecting the appearance of a witness (Mr. M. L. 
Davis) at the bar of the house simply stated that 
the witness was sworn, without stating the form of 
the oath administered. Now, the witness was 
sworn by the speaker to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth ; and after having 
been so sworn, he was not allowed, though pro- 
fessing a willingness to do so, to tell the whole 
truth. Mr. W. moved to have the journal so amend- 
ed as to state the facts precisely as they occurred. 

Mr. Atherton said that he had understood the 
witness to decline to answer the first question put 
to him. How could he then be understood to have 
offered to tell the whole truth? If the oath which 
the witness had taken required him to tell the whole 
truth, in the sense supposed by the gentleman from 
Virginia, he knew not why he should have declin- 
ed to answer the very first question put to him. 

Mr. Wise said he had not made the motion on be- 
half of this witness, nor of any other body, but in 
behalf of the cause of truth— 

The speaker here explained that he had pursued 
the precedent in such cases, in administering the 
oath; and that the oath administered, though an 
oath in chief, was an oath based upon the proceed- 
ings of the house which had taken place, and had 
direct reference and relation thereto. 

Mr. Wise said that he presumed that no one here 
would deny that the oath administered to the 
witness was to tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, in the matter then depending. 
All that Mr. W. wanted was that the journal, which 
purports to be a record of facts, shall state the facts 
truly. What objection any gentleman could have 
to tell, before God and the country, the truth of 
what passed yesterday, he could not conceive. He 
wished to know whether answers of the witness to 
the interrogatories were stated on the face of the 
journal. 

The speaker stated that the answers to interro- 
gatories propounded were not recorded on the jour- 
nal, and in this respect the clerk had acted accord- 
ing to precedents in this house, and according to 
parliamentary law, which he referred to in Jeffer- 
son’s Manual, (under the section ‘‘examination of 
witnesses,”’) as follows: ‘ The testimony given 
in answer before the house is never written down : 
but, before a committee, it must be, for the infor- 
ination of the house, who are not present to hear 
a 

Mr. Wise moved to amend the journal, further, 
so as to include the answers to the interrogatories, 
as well to make the record conform to the fact, as 
preparatory to a further motion which he proposed 
to submit, (understood to refer to a proposition to 
transmit to the senate a transcript of that part of 
the journal ;) and, at the desire of the speaker, he 
committed to writing his motion for amendment. 

After some remarks from Mr. Toucy, deprecating 
further consumption of time on this subject, and 
from Mr. Wise in reply— 

Mr. Whittlesey expressed his concurrence in the 
opinion that no injustice had been done to the wit- 
ness in the matter referred to, and that the journal 
conformed as it stood to the tri iprortie ah law, 
which, until, it was altered by the house itself, was 
the law by which the speaker and the clerk must 
both be governed. He intimated his wish also that 
this question might be promptly disposed of, that 
the house might proceed in the transaction of the 
public business. 

Mr. Cushman moved that the motion to amend 
the journal do lie on the table ; and 

The motion was agreed to. So Mr. Wise’s mo- 
tion was ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. Boon then moved to amend the journal by 
striking out the entry of Mr. Davis’s denial of the 
authority of the house to require of him whether 
or not he was the author of the letter, which reply 
he believed had been inadvertently permitted by 
the house to be received for entry on the journal. 

Mr. Dromgoole expressed his unwillingness that 
the answer referred to should, at the request of 
the witness, whether that request was prompted by 
arrogance or by caution, be made and suffered to 
remain a part of the journal of the house. 

The speaker stated that it had not been without 
consideration and examination that this entry had 
been made upon the journal, the speaker consider- 
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ing it to be justified and required by the general | the judgment of the committee, to carry those prin- | heavy disbursements upon the western frontier wan 
e 


consent (no objection having been heard) when the 
request was made. 

Mr. Dromgoole protested, for one, against silence, 
on his part, being considered as an assent to any 
such aye 

Mr. Wise inquired of gentlemen whether they 
proposed that this house should ‘“ expunge’’ is 
journal, by drawing black marks around or across 
it? He hoped, he said, we should not have another 
expunging scene here. The country has had 
enough of expunging. Already the journal did not 
tell all the truth ; but, in the name of truth, he ho- 

ved the house would not expunge so much of it as 
it did contain. 

Mr. Boon said that it must be admitted that it 
would be quite as proper to amend the journal by 
striking out a part of it, as to do so by adding, as 
had been proposed by the gentleman hiinself, what 
was not now contained in it. 

Mr. Rives supported the amendment ; Mr. Wise 
rejoined ; and Mr. Turney spoke in support of it; 
when 

Mr. Griffin, desiring to put an end toa discus- 
sion which he considered unprofitable, moved to 
lay this motion for amendment also upon the table. 

This motion was determined inthe affirmative by 
yeas and nays—104 to 79. So Mr. Boon’s motion 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Henry, the house then deter- 
mined by a vote of more than two-thirds of the 
members present, to supend all other business to al- 
low for the presentation of petitions ; 

And, in the presentation of petitions, and ques- 
tions concerning the reference of them, the whole 
of the remainder of this day’s sitting was spent. 
Of which some account shall be given in our next. 

The house adjourned at 6 o’clock. 





SPEECH OF MR. WRIGHT, (oF NEW york.) 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 81], 1838, 


Upon the bill «*to impose additional duties, as depo- 
sitaries, upon certain public officers, to appoint re- 
ceivers general of public money, and to regulate 
the safe-keeping, transfer and disbursement of the 
public moneys of the United States.” 


Mr. Wright said he regretted that it would be ne- 
cesary for nim to impose a more severe tax upon 
the time and patience of the senate than he had 
ever before been compelled to impose, since he had 
been honored with a seat in the body. He had 
hoped, therefore, that he should have been able to 
reach the subject at an earlier hour in the morning; 
but, asit was, he would endeavor to conclude with 
the sitting of the day. 

He said he entered upon the debate with the 
painful consciousness of his inability to do justice 
to the position he held in reference to the measure 
upon the table. The discussion of it must involve 
questions of the highest importance in politics, of 
the most pervading interest in finance, and, as he 
thought, of equal magnitude tn the morals of gov- 
ernment. These questions were to be discussed, 
deliberated upon, and decided by the senate, and 
upon bitn had fallen th duty of opening such a de- 
bate before that high tribunal. 

Could he call to his aid talents, experience, 
learning, powers of argument, and perspicuity of 
language, such as were possessed and at the com- 
mand of many distinguished senators whom he 
knew he must meet in opposition to the bill, he 
should feel a gratifying confidence that he could 
contend successfully, and could triumphantly refute 
every objection. As it was, he was consoled by 
the reflection that he should be followed in the de- 
bate by other senators equally able, and equally dis- 
tinguished, and who would only have occasion to 
ask of him that he should not injure a cause which 
must rest its defence with them. He would most 
cheerfully promise them that he would not inten- 
tionally throw obstacles in their way; and he 
would entreat the senate to judge of the bill from 
its provisions, which he considvred sound and salu- 
tary, and not from the weakness they would fail to 
discover in his attempt to support them. 

Justice to himself eddivel another preliminary 
remark. Buta few months had passed since they 
were engaged there in the discussion of this same 
measure, or rather, perhaps, he should say, of a 
measure precisely similar in its great leading fea- 
tures. In that discussion he had taken a part ; and 
if he should be found on this occasion repeating 
ideas and arguments which he had then advanced, 
the reason and his apology must be sought in the 
identity of the subjects, aud not in a disposition, on 
his part, to trouble the senate now with remarks to 
which they had once done him the honor to listen. 

He said the bill was based upon two great lead- 


ing principles, and that all its provisions, detailed 


ciples successfully into practice. ‘These principles 
were— 

First, A practical and bona fide separation between 
the public treasure, the money of the people, and 
the business of individuals and incorporations, and 
especially between this money and the business of 
banking. 

Second. A gradual change of the currency to be 
received in payment of the public dues, from that 
authorized to be received by the resolution of con- 
gress of 1816, to the legal currency of the United 
States. 

The material details of the bill, applicable to 
each of these objects, it would be his duty to no- 
tice; and as the task must be tedious and uninter- 
esting to him, and much more so to the senate, he 
would abridge it as much as justice to the measure 
would permit. 

As applicable to the first object, the bill com- 
menced with the establishment of offices and vaults, 
at designated points, for the safe-keeping of the 
a money. The first section defined and esta- 

lished the treasury of the United States, and plac- 
ed it under the care and charge of the treasurer of 
the United States ; and singular as it had appeared 
to him, and as he thoaght it would appear to most 
of the constituents of every senator, this was the 
first atternpt, so far as his researches had enabled 
him to discover, to establish by law a national trea- 
sury. Should this bill pass, and this section be re- 
tained, he was confident it would be the first act of 
the congress of the United States which had given, 
not a name, but ‘‘a local habitation’ to this most 
important institution. As the object of the bill is 
to place the funds of the government hereafter un- 
der the control of the public treasury, ard not of 
private banking institutions, it seemed io the com- 
mittee peculiarly proper that its first enactment 
should be to define and establish that treasury. 

The second section constituted the mint at Phi- 
ladelphia, and the branch mint at New Orleans, also 
ga for the deposite and safe-keping of the pub- 

ic money collected at those places, or transferred 
to them by the direction of the secretary of the 
treasury. The treasurers of the mints respectively 
were assigned to the charge and custody of the mo- 
ney there deposited. 

The third section directed the preparation of suit- 
able offices and vaults in the custom houses now 
erecting in New York and Boston, for the deposite 
and safe-keeping of the public money at those 
points, and for th: use of officers to have the cus- 
tody of the public moneys ; and the fourth section 
provided for the erection of two independent offi- 
ces and vaults, for the same purpose: the one to 
be located at Charleston, in the state of South Ca- 
rolina, and the other at St. Louis, in the state of 
Missouri. 

It would not require any remark from him to sa- 
tisfy the mind of every senator of the propriety of 
selecting the seat of government as the place of lo- 
cation fur the national treasury, or that the points 
he had named upon the Atlantic coast, as well as 
New Orleans, were places where so important por- 
tions of the public revenue were collected, and 
fromm which so great a share of the public disburse- 
ments were now, in fact, made, or could be made, 
with increased convenience to the treasury, and to 
the public creditors, as to render them all proper 
places for the location of offices for the safe-keep- 
ing of the public money, in case any such offices 
were to be provided at the public expense, owned 
by the government, and kept in the charge of its 
officers. Another reason also existed, and which 
was conclusive with the committee, as to the selec- 
tion of Washington, Phiiadelphia, New Orleans, 
New York and Boston. Public buildings, of a fire- 
proof character were already erected, or now being 
erected, at the public expense, and for the public 
use, at all of those places, in which sufficient 
rooms, offices, and vaults, for the purposes con- 
templated, could be secured without any material 
addition to the expense incurred, and to be incur- 
red upon the buildings. It was also his duty to 
inform the senate that, since the bill was reported, 
the committee had learned that the government now 
owned a custom-house at Charleston, and that the 
information possessed at the treasury Cepartment 
authorized the belief that suitable rooms for offices 
could be had in that building, thus rendering it ne- 
cessary to construct a valt only, instead of an inde- 
pendent office, as the bill contemplated, at that 
place. He had prepared an amendment to the bill, 
to make it conforin to this state of facts, which he 
would send to the chair before he resumed bis seat. 

As to the selection of St. Iouis, some diversity 
of opinion might exist; but the committee had fix- 
ed upon that place, because, from all the informa- 
tion they had been able to collect, they believed it 





and numerous as they were, became necessary, in 


to be the point from which the principal part of our 


made. They were informed thata ve 

ah of the inoney paid, and to be paid: oe Pe 
y, to the Indians west of the Mississip i * 
the principal part of the disbursements at the vation: 
inilitary posts upon the western frontier ao 
ceived by the various disbursing officers st th, 
town; and that, therefore, large accumulati 
of public money were rendered necessary at 
point, to meet these Ror eeet: This seemed + 
them to require an office of safe-keeping, and 4 
officer or agent of the government, of some kind 
there ; and that the place was selected more = 
haps, in consequence of the heavy disbursement, 
made from, than the amount of collections at ie 
Still their information was, that the money collect. 
ed at many of the western, and especially the north. 
western land offices, could be more conveniently 
transferred to, and accumulated at, that point than 
at any other upon the frontier. . 
The fifth section of the bill, he said, provided for 
the appointment of four additional salary officers 
and which, in the dranght of the bill, the commit. 
tee had, to distinguish them from the receivers of 
public money at the various land offices, denon. 
nated ‘receivers general of public money.” These 
officers were to be appointed by the president, by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate as 
other officers of like importance were appointed: 
were to hold their officers for the same term of four 
years; and were to be located one at New York 
ene at Boston, one at Charleston, and one at St. 
Louis, to take the charge of the offices and vaults 
for the safe. keeping of the public money at these 
points, respectively, and of the money placed 
therein. 

Ife was well aware that this was a feature of the 
bill not calculated to be popular, upon a slight ex- 
amination, and that it was not palatable to some of 
the friends of the measure generally. It was not 
his purpose to discuss this provision at large, in this 
place, as the course he had inarked out for himself 
would require that he should again recur to it; but 
afew remarks upon the necessity of some provi- 
sion of the sort were called for here. It was indis- 
pensably necessary to the operations of the trea- 
sury, that itshould have agencies of some descrip- 
tion at these points. The collections and disburse- 
ments of thein all made it imperative; and, if it was 
designed to discontinue the banks, as fiscal agents, 
some other must be substituted. This would be 
apparent to all, merely from recurring to the names 
of the places, and to their importance as commer- 
cial towns. It was true that, in the bill reported by 
the committee, at the extra session of congress, in 
September, no provision was made for this addition 
to the existing officers of the treasury department. 
The duties now proposed to be assigned to these 
new officers were, by that bill, devolved upon the 
respective collectors of the customs at the places 
named; but it was then stated to the senate by him- 
self, in his place, that this, and many other matters 
of detail were purposely omitted, that the bill then 
reported might be made as simple as possible, and 
embody the great principles intended to be secured 
by it; knowing, as the committee did know the 
strong desire and determination of both houses of 
congress to limit that session within the shortest 
possible period which the public business would 
allow. They believed that these details, including 
as well the provisions of the sections before noticed, 
as the one now under discussion, and others which 
follow, would be calculated to protract discussion, 
delay action, and thus either extend the session, ©! 
prevent the final passage of the bill. They were 
then convinced that the recommendations of the 
president and secretary of the treasury, as to the 
appointment of these additional officers, would have 
to be carried out; but, in the then almost supended 
state of our foreign trade, they did not believe that 
the operations of the treasury would suffer for the 
want of them during the very short vacation which 
was to intervene between that and the present ses- 
sion of congress; and it was then intimated that the 
defects of that bill could be supplied now. ! 

The inquiries which the committee have since 
made, not only at the treasury department, but a 
some of the places named, have proved, to their 
entire satisfaction, that this addition of officers wil! 
be required; that the collectors of the customs *! 
these places, or certainly at some of them, are a! 
ready charged with more onerous and responsible 
duties than any one man, whatever may be his !0- 
dustry or capacity for business, can well discharge; 
and that at the port of New York at least, those 4u- 
ties would justly bear division, were it not, from 
their nature and character, they cannot be divided. 
The same must be nearly the truth at Boston, 2” 
cannot vary very materially from it at Charleston 
and St. Louis. , the 
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receipts and disbursements of the money ordinarily | the solvency and responsibility of the banks, arising 


collected and disbursed at each of these points will 
occupy the full time of one competent business man; 
and will any one suppose that duties so onerous and 


_ go responsible can be added to those at present to’ 


be performed by the collectors of the customs? Will 
any one desire that such duties and responsibilities 
should be confided to a mere clerk in the office of 
the collector? He thought not. Then the provis- 
jon, or some One of a similar character, was indis- 
ensable, and its rejection would eudanger the 
safety of the public money, embarrass the opera- 
tions of the treasury, and put in jeopardy, if not de- 
feat, the successful action of the whole system. 

The sixth section of the bill was, in substance, 
the first section of the bill reported by the commit- 
tee at the extra session; the only alterations being 
those required to make it conform to the provisions 
which were before it, and which he had already no- 
ticed. It declared what officers of the government 
should be depositaries, embracing, in addition to 
those named 1n the former sections, collectors of the 
customs, receivers of public money at the land 
offices, postmasters, and some other classes, and 
assigned poneee x the duties to be performed by 
them in this capacity 

He would now pass to section ten, which requir- 
ed but a-single remark. It conferred a general 
power upon the secretary of the treasury to trans- 
fer the money in the hands of any depositary to the 
cus‘ody and keeping of any other depositary, as oc- 
casion might require. This provision was neces- 
sary as well to give the department control over its 
own affairs, as to enable it to consult the safety of 
the public money, and the calls of the public ser- 
vice. If money accumulate, at any given point, to 
an amount which, from the smallness of the officer’s 
bond, or from any other cause, the secretary shall 
have reason to fear is, or may be, unsafe, he should 
be authorized to transfer it, or any portion of if to a 
place of safety. If money accumulate, at points 
where it is not wanted, for disbursement, he should 
have the same authority to transfer it to a point 
where it is so wanted. If a depositary be located 
at a place remote from any bank, and any office of 
safe-keeping, similar authority will be required to 
transfer his collections for deposite. These, and 
many other occasions will arise for the exercise of 
this power to make transfers. 

The twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth sections 
contained provisions to authorize special deposites 
of public money, for safe-keeping, at all places 
where there was no office, for the safe keeping, be- 
longing to the governmert. The only parts of the 
sections which it would be material for him to no- 
tice, were those which defined the character of the 
deposites. They are made strictly special, and a 
broad discretion is given to the secretary of the 
treasury as to the measures he will adopt to secure 
to them that character. In case he should think it 
wise todo so, he is authorized to provide iron safes, 
to be placed in the vaults of the banks, for the ex- 
clusive keeping of the public money, and so con- 
structed that they may be under the joint control of 
the bank and the depositing officer, so that neither 
can gain access to the money without the consent 
and aid of the other. <A further condition is, that 
nothing but gold and silver, and paper issued upon 
the authority of the United States, and made, by 
law, receivable in payment of the public dues, shall 
be o.fered for deposite by the depositaries, or receiv- 
ed on deposite by the banks. It is further provided, 
that all deposites shall be carried, npon the books 
of the bank, to the credit of the officer making the 
deposite, and not to the credit of the treasurer of the 
United States; that neither the treasurer, nor the 
secretary of the treasury, shall draw upon the bank 
for disbursements or transfers; and that the money 
deposited shall not be drawn from the bank by the 
officer to whose credit it stands, without an order 
from the secretary of the treasury for payment. A 
commission, upon the money deposited, is proposed 
to be allowed to the banks for their trouble and risk; 
but as the committee had no information as to the 
rates of commission which it would be safe for con- 
gress to fix as a maximum, and not incur the danger 
of so limiting this compensation as to induce the 
bank to refuse the deposites altogether, they have 
reported. the bil, in blank in this respect. 

These provisions, it would be seen, were ver 
close; and it had been suggested, as well by some 
of the friends, as by the opponents, of the bill, that 
they were so close as to render it possible, if not 
Probable, that the banking institutions would reject 
them on that account, upon the ground that it car- 
ried upon their face a distrust of the solvency and 
responsibility of the institutions, or of the integrity 
of their officers and managers, or both. He would 
detain the senate a few moments to examine these 
objections; and, first, if he understood the matter, 
and the law of the case, the idea of distrust as to 





from these provisions, seemed to him to be a forced 
and unnatural inference. If such an idea could 
grew out of any part of them, it must be that part 
giving to the secretary of the treasury a discretion 
to furnish safes for the exclusive keeping of the 
peer money, to be under the joint control of the 

ank and an officer of the government. This would 
constitute the deposite entirely special; and, as he 
understood the law, the bank would not be respon- 
sible for such a deposite beyond the obligation of 
ordinary care and vigilance in its safe-keeping. In 
the incidents of property, responsibility, and risk, 
there was scarcely a resemblance between a depo- 
site of this character, and a general open deposite. 
In the latter the property is changed the moment 
the deposite is made. The money becomes the 
absolute property of the bank as much as its own 
capital, and the government receives its credit, or 
promise to pay, in its certificate of deposite, in ex- 
change forthe money. No matter, then, how the 
money be lost, if it be lost, the indebtedness of the 
institution upon its certificate is not changed there- 
by, nor can it be discharged by any act of the debtor 
other than payment. In such deposites, therefore, 
the solvency and responsibility of the bank becomes 
the first subject of inquiry and examination for the 
depositor. Not so in cases of special deposite. 
There the property is not changed; the specific 
thing depostied remains the property of the depo- 
sitor. If it be money, it would be a violation of 
the law and rules of the deposite for the bank to ex- 
change it, for any purp’3e, for the same amount of 
noney of an exactly similar character. It is the 
identity of the article, and the property in it, which 
gives it the character of a special deposite; and if 
that article be converted by the bank, although 
instantly replaced by an exactly similar article in 
every respect, the identity and property are both 
gone, and the option of the depositor alone must 
determine whether his indemnity shall be the re- 
sponsibility of the institution, or the articles ten- 
dered in exchange. Hence the different liabilities 
of the bank in the two cases. In the first, it pur- 
chases the money with its credit, and thus contracts 
a debt which it is unconditionally liable to pay; in 
the second, it derives no property from the depos- 
ite, and is a simple bailee, with or without compen- 
sation, as its contract of deposite shail determine; 
but, in either case, only liable in case of want of 
ordinary care and vigilance in the safe-keeping of 
the thing entrusted to its keeping. 

In the provisious for the special deposite provid- 
ed for, therefore, the government only proposes to 
hire the security of the vaults and safes of the 
banks, for the keeping of its money, and the orvli- 
nary care and vigilance of its officers in guarding 
it while there. Beyond these, it has nothing to do 
with the capital, solvency, or responsibility of the 
institutions. How, then, can it be supposed that 
the provisions are intended to carry distrust upon 
their face against the solvency and responsibility 
of the banks? If the vaults be safe, and the integ- 
rity of the officers, their vigilance and care tried 
and known, an insolvent bank is as safe a place for 
a special deposite as a solvent one; a bank unable 
to pay its debts, as a bank abundant in its means 
beyond its liabilities. Either can keep as safely 
and faithfully the property of another, placed in its 
vaults, while the creditors of neither can avail them- 
selves of a special deposite, whatever it may be, 
without the assent and aid of the officers of the in- 
stitution. How unnecessary, therefore, to declare 
distrust upon the face ofa law, when almost all inte- 
rest, in the just grounds for that feeling, is put at 
rest by the nature and character of the deposite to 
be made. And how unnatural to infer such dis- 
trust from language which does not necessarily con- 
vey it, when the character of the contract proposed 
to be made does not require the inference. , 

It was further alleged that the provisions convey- 
ed imputation against the integrity of the officers 
and managers of the banks, and that, therefore, 
they would not contract with the secretary of the 
treasury fur the deposites proposed. Was this a 
fair construction of the provisions of the bill? Was 
it an improper or ungenerous distrust of the integ- 
rity of those who had the management of these in- 
stitutions, and the care and custody of the property 
placed in their charge, to set guards over their con- 
duct? What did the bill propose in reference to the 
officers who were to be entrusted with the safe- 
keeping of the public money. They were required 
not only to give bonds for the faithful performance 
of their trust, but a breach of that trust, is the use 
of the money, for investments, loans, or in any 
other manner, whatsoever, was declared a crime 
which should subject the perpetrator to indictment 


and infamous punishment; to protracted personal 


imprisor.ment, and to a fine equal to the money em- 
beezled; and, consequently, to perpetual disgrace. 





and infamy. Was this a suggestion, upon the face 
of these provisions, of distrust of the honesty and 
integrity of these officers? Was every honest and 
honorable citizen of the country bound to reject 
these offices, when tendered to them, because the 
!aw under which they must act in providing penal- 
ties for their misconduct, or guards against it, con- 
veyed to the public a distrust of their integrity? 
Had any statesman ever supposed that, if naming 
penalties and punishmnts in a_ law for violation of 
official duty or official trust, he was drawing out 
imputations against the integrity aud trustworthi- 
ness of the officers who were to hold places under 
it? Hecould not so suppose. He could not sub- 
scribe to this doctrine; and he would ask if incor- 
porations, incorporeal existences, were to be treat- 
ed more delicately, in our legislation, than that 


class of citizens who would be selected by the pre- 


sident, and approved by the senate, for high and 
responsible trusts? All must answer no; and, so 
answering, all must concede that there was no foun- 
dation for this objection to the provisions. Incor- 
porations could not be subject to indictment and 
punishment, as there was no real person upon 
whom the punishment could be inflicted. This 
check could not be imposed upon their officers and 
agents because it would be impossible to deiermine 
who was guilty in form only, and who, in fact, 
when every act must be that ofan agent, who may 
have no discretion. If, then, physical restraints 
are interposed, as these institutions, to accomplish 
the ends which are reached by penal enactments in 
the case of natural persons, is the offence to deli- 
cacy of feeling, the effront to honor or integrity, 
greater in the former case than in the latter? He 
could not see that it was; and he must think that 
both of these objections displayed a degree of over- 
wrought sensibility towards the banking institu- 
tions of the country, which their sagacious man- 
agers would see should not govern their conduct. 
There was a single other view of this subject 
which he must present, and he would pass on to 
other provisions of the bill. It was the intention 
of the committee, who drew and reported the bill, 
to make these deposites strictly special; to prevent 
the banks from any use of the money deposited; 
and he believed the provision to which he had re- 
ferred, if faithfnlly executed, would accoinplish that 
intention. If the banks should receive the money, 
under this understanding, and with an intention, on 
their part, to carry it out in good faith, what would 
be their true interest in this matter? Would it not 
be to have their power to use the money placed be- 
yond question? To have physical disabilities inter- 
posed between them and that portion of the public 
treasure committed to their charge? Observation 
and experience must already have taught thein that 
the distrustful eye of public opinion follows the 
public treasure; and, unless the most efficient guards 
are provided by the government, and assented to by 


the banks, will not the most injurious suspicions of 


a breach of their trust be likely to rest upon them? 
Ought they not, for their own indemnity, to desire 
that the use of these moneys should be placed be- 
yond their power? And will they not have some 
just reason to apprehend that objections, on their 
part, may give rise to suspicions as to their dispoai - 
tions faithfully to execute the trust in conformity 
with its intentions? 

The fifteenth and sixteenth sections provided 
checks upon the various depositaries constituted 
by the bill. The first anthorized the secretary of 
the treasury to appoint special agents, whenever he 
may find it necessary, to inspect the books, ac- 
counts, money on hand, and other business of any 
depositary. The principal object of this section, as 
he understood that object, was to enable the secre- 
tary, whenever the returns of the officer, informa- 
tion communicated by third persons, or any other 
information should authorize a suspicion that all 
was not right with any one of the officers entrusted 
with the safe-keeping of the pubile money, to ap- 
point some competent citizen, as special agent, to 
present himself, unexpectedly, with authority to 
examine the official transactions of the officers to 
detect ond correct error, if error should be found 
to exist; to expose fraud and bring the officer to 
punishment in case dishonesty should be detected; 
and to justify innocence, if suspected without foun- 
dation. It was true the section made these exami- 
nations compulsory, at long intervals of one year, 
in cases where the amounts collected usually ex- 
ceeded a just proportion tothe amount secured by the 
bond of the officer; but this part of the section he 
considered of much less importance than that he had 
before noticed. He considered its principal utility 
to exist in the authority to appoint an agent un- 
known to the officer, and who might come upon 
him in an unprepared state. If the agent were to 
be one permanently appointed, and publicly known, 
one whom the officer might watch and guard himself 
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against, be should consider it not worth retaining. 
He was aware that, in its present shape, it was ob- 
jectionable to some of the friends of the bill; and, 
with this exposition, he submitted its adoption or 
rejection to the sense of the senate. It was an 
exact transcript of a section contained in the bill 
which passed the body at the extra session, and as 
it was inserted upon the suggestion of the head of 
the treasury department, he presumed the sugges- 
tion had proceeded from a similar provision con- 
tained in the laws which regulate the post office de- 
partment, and which had been of great use in de- 
tecting frauds connected with the extended opera- 
tions of that department; but should it be thought 
that such a provision would not be beneficial, as 
connected with this bill, he should not consider its 
removal as materially marring the systein intended 
to be constituted. 

The sixteenth section made it the duty of the 
surveyors of the customs, naval officers, registers of 
the land offices, directors of the mints, and some 
other officers, at the expiration of each quarter, to 
examine into, and report to the secretary of the 
treasury, the state of the accounts, and money on 
hand, of the depositaries in their districts, or imme- 
diate connexion. There were checks obtained 
through the instrumentality of existing officers; 
were wholly without expense to the public; would 
evidently be of material service, as guards upon 
the depositaries, and as contributing to a uniformi- 
ty and system in the keeping of the accounts of 
those officers, and he presumed would meet with no 
objection from any quarter. 

He would pass now to the twentieth section, 
which required every officer, charged with the keep- 
ing of public money, to keep an accurate account 
of the kinds of money received and paid out; the 
object of which was to prevent these officers, with- 
out detection, from receiving and paying out to the 
public creditors a depreciated currency, and also 
from making exchanges of the currency received, 
in a manner which should be injurious to the pub- 
lic interests, or to the rizhts of those who might re- 
ceive payinents from the officer of demands against 
the government. The same section also declares 
that any use of the money in his hands by any de- 
positary, by way of investment in any kind of pro- 
perty or merchandise, or of loan, with or without 
interest, or in any way whatsoever, shall be a high 
misdemeanor, for which the officer convicted there- 
of shall be imprisoned for a term of not less than 
two, nor more than five years, and shall pay a fine 
equal to the amount of the money so used. He be- 
lieved this was a new feature in the legislation of 
congress. He had not found any case where a law 
imposed criminal punishment for the misuse or mis- 
application of money by a public officer; but still 
he believed the provision sound in principle, and 
that it would prove salutary in practice. He had 
examined very superficially the legislation of other 
countries upon this point, and he found that many 
of the nations of Europe, from which we had copied 
most of our public laws, inade this act a felony. 
with much more severe punishment than is here 
propane. He had heard no objection against this 

eature of the bill from any quarter of the house, and 
he hoped there would be none, 

The twenty-first section might not be considered 
by some as peculiarly appropriate to this bill; but 
he trusted to be able to satisfy the senate that it 
connected itself with its provisions ina very im- 
portant manner, and ought to form a part of it. The 
section made it the duty of the secretary of the 
treasury, when there should be an amount upon de- 
posite to the creditof the treasurer beyond the sum 
of four millions of dollars, to invest sach surplus in 
stocks of the United States, or of some one of 
the states, bearing an interest, and transferable at 
the pleasure of the holder, by delivery or assien- 
ment; but it prohibited the secretary from becom- 
ing a subscriber to, or purchaser of, anv new stocks 
about to be issued by any state, and thus prevented 
him from holding ont any inducement to any state 
to issue stocks with a view to these investments.— 
It also directed him, whenever the money in the 
treasury, or standing to the credit of the treasnrer 
with the several depositaries, should be less than 
four millions, to sell so much of the stocks, in 
which any surplus should have been invested. as 
would keep the money in the treasury at that 
amount, or as his information might satisfy him the 
wants of the treasury would require. ’ 

Provisions of the character contained in this sec- 
tion were not new to the senate. They had been, 
upon a former occasion, introduced there by him. 
self, as a means of disposing, in the most safe and 
profitable manner to the treasury, and in the way he 
thought would prove most convenient to the busi- 


ness interest of the community, of a large surplus of 


public money on deposite in the banks. A differ- 


ent disposition of that subject seemed preferable to 
the senate, and the provisions for investment did not 
meet with favor. He entertained a strong hope 
that their natural connexion with this bill, and with 
the salutary workings of the system for the manage- 
ment of the public finances provided for by it, would 
give to it a different reception at the present time. 
It was found that the wide-spread operations of 
the treasury required abont four millions of dollars 
constantly on hand, including the amounts in transitu 
and the million, or thereabouts, constantly employ- 
eil at the mints, but that accumulations beyond that 
sum were, at all ordinary periods, accumulations to 
be kept, not acted upon, for the time being. To 
avoid, then, the risks of keeping, which formed a 
material objection with those who opposed the bill, 
and to avoid accumulations of money to be locked 
up from use, which formed another and much more 
weignty objection against the system in the argu- 
ments of those who had hitherto opposed it, these 
provisions were made a part of the bill itself, and he 
must suppose that these considerations would, at 
this time, and in this connexion, render them ac- 
ceptable to many, who, upon their introduction on 
the former occasion alluded to,could not yield them 
support. He must confidently believe that, to those 
whose minds had been influenced by the objections 
he had repeated, they would constitute a positive 
merit, as a part of a bill otherwise, in their estima- 
tion, defective. 

There was another aspect in which he wished to 
present these provisions. The constant experience 
of the treasury departinent, since the final extin- 
guishment of the national debt, had shown the ne- 
cessity of some elastic provision in our legislation 
upon the subject of the public revenue and expen- 
ditures, which would accommodate itself to the vari- 
ed conditions of the treasury, or, rather, which 
wonld enable the head of the treasury department so 
to manage the national finances, as that the treasu- 
ry may be at all times prepared to meet the calls 
upon it, and that an amount of money should at no 
time be hoarded therein, to the injury of the busi- 
ness of the country or its citizens. During the ex- 
istence of the public debt, the provisions of law, 
and appropriatious of money connected with it, fur- 
nished this regulator for the state of the treasury.— 
The applications of money upon the debt were at all 
times governed by the surplus of revenue over the 
expenditures, while all the unexpended balances of 
appropriations, after a limited period, passed to the 
sinking fund, and were absorbed in the debt. A 
troublesome surplus of revenue, therefore, could 
never exist while that application remained open.— 
On the other hand, as the appropriations for the year 
were carefully provided for before any application 
upon the debt, it was scarcely possible that any 
contingency, not foreseen during the regular annual 
sessions of congress, could occur, to disenable the 
treasury to meet the demands upon it, arising under 
the current appropriation bills. The amount of re- 
venue intended for application upon the debt would 
always be sufficient to meet any disappointment in 
the accruing receipts into the treasury. That time, 
however, had now passed. The debt was paid; 
and, from the necessity of the case, and the state of 
the legislation of congress, experiments had been 
made to measure the actual appropriations by the 
estimated revenue, and to make them come out 
even. For the first few years of this trial, from a 
state of circumstances not at the time sufficiently 
considered, but now clearly and properly estimated, 
the revenue got largely the better of the appropria- 
tions. This gave rise to the bill directing a depo- 
site of the surplus with the states; and again the ac- 
tual appropriations and the estimated revenue were 
attempted to be equally measured. A revulsion in 
the trade, and business, and banking of the country 
came; the anticipated revenue was cut short, and 
that portion of it which rested upon credits could 
not be realized. Indeed, the very money on depo- 
site in the banks to the credit of the treasurer could 
not be commanied, and, comparatively, the whole 
anticipated means of the treasury were either not 
realized, or placed beyond itscontrol. Still the ap- 
propriations were in force, the expenditures were 
going on under them, and could not be arrested, and 
a special convocation of congress became necessary, 
to preserve the faith of the government, and enable 
the public treasury to meet the just demands upon 


it. What followed was fresh in the recollection of 


the senate and the country, and he would not con- 
sume the time by a repetition of the measures of re- 


session. 

He had mentioned these facts to show the neces- 
sity of some provision to guard against these disap- 
pointments in the accruing revenue, as well as to 
prevent the evi! of a hoarding of monev, when the 
revenue should overreach the appropriations. In 





lief to the country and the treasury adopted at that 


———————— 
section of the first importance, and he entreated se 
nators not to suffer past recollections to Prejudice 
their minds, but to examihe these facts; to permit 
our Jate experience to have its due weight; to reflect 
how frequently similar disappointments, as to th 
revenue, might be experienced—how olten surplus 
amounts of revenue might alarm the public ming " 
to the safety of the public treasure; and then to ‘e. 
cide upon the adoption or rejection of the section 

The only remaining section which he would no. 
tice, as connected with the first great object of the 
bill, was the twenty-seventh. This section authoy;. 
zes the treasurer of the United States to receive. a: 
the treasury, and at such other places as he shall 
designate, payments of money in advance, for the 
purchase of public lands, and to give a receipt fo; 
each payment, which shall be current at any of the 
land offices, at any public or private sale of lands. 
Since the bill had been reported, he had become 
convinced that this section was too loosely draw) 
and required to be amended. These receipts might 
be taken and treated as negotiable paper, and might, as 
the section now stood, be givenina form which would 
make them so upon their face. This would Subject 
the bill to the imputation of authorizing the emis. 
sion of a paper currency, based upon the public 
lands; a thing by no means intended by himself, 
and he was sure not by any member of the commit- 
tee who assented to the report of the bill. He had, 
therefore, prepared an amendment, declaring that 
the receipts to be given by the treasurer, pursuant 
to the provisions of the section, should not be nego- 
tiable or transferable, by assignment, or delivery, 
or in any other manner whotsoever; bat that every 
such receipt should be presented at the land office 
by, or for, the person to whom it was given, as 
shown upon its face. In this shape he hoped the 
section would not be objectionable upon the ground 
above stated, while he thought it would be apparent 
that its general provision would be of great conveni- 
ence to those purchasers of the public lands who 
were to emigrate froin the old states, and to carry 
with them the means to make their purchases, It 
would save them from the trouble and risk of trans- 
porting money of any description, and also from tlie 
danger of taking, to so distant a portion of the coun- 
try, a currency which would not answer their pur- 
pose when there. It was not apprehended that the 
treasurer would be called upon to select many points 
as places where these paymants might be made.— 
Perhaps the points at which it was proposed to keep 
offices for the deposite of the public money would 
be sufficient, and perhaps a few other principal 
places might be selected with increased conveni- 
ence to the public. A certificate of the deposite ct 
the wwoney at any designated point, transmitted to 
the treasury, would command the required receipt 
from him, as well as the actual payment of the mo- 
ney at the treasury itself; andas this could be done 
through the mail, the party making the payment 
would be saved the expense of a journey to the 
treasur.r’s office in this city. 

A further and materia} advantage to the banking 
institutions, he was assured, would be derived from 
the adoption of this section. The notes of specie- 
paying banks are now authorized to be received lor 
all payments, except for lands, and, if this bill pass- 
ed, would be receivable as well for lands as other 
public dues, to a greater or less extent, for six + 
seven years yet to come. Still, a citizen of the ol¢ 
states, about to emigrate to the new, and having the 
money for the purchase of his lands in the notes 7 
specie-paying banks of the old states, would 10 
venture to take those notes as the means of payment 
because there would be a danger that the land cl- 
ficer, to whom he might wish to make payment, 
would not receive the notes of even specie-pay!s 
banks so remote from the place where alone they 
could be converted into specie. The emigrant 
would be compelled, therefore, to present the notes, 
convert them himself, and take the specie as his 
means of payment, unless the provision now ar 

osed, or some one of a similar character, shoult 
enable him to make the payment before his age 
is commenced. The experience of the past hat 
proved that this was the course pursued by the _. 
yrants towards the banks in the vicinity of the ao 7 
residences, and pursued from compulsion; ~. “ 
had been informed that during the short perce, -< 
the summer of 1836, when payments for lands wé : 
actually received at the office of the sven wpa 
this city, large amounts were paid and received,a 
that the banks here, and in the adjoining oe 
Virginia and Maryland, experienced sensible a 
material relief from the practice. F 

He would here close his examination of the i. 
class of the provisions of the bill, and give fe the 
brief attention of the second: those relating “a o 
proposed change in the currency to be receive 
payment of the public dues. 


rst 





either sense, he considered the provisions of the 
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subject was to be found in the twenty-third section 
of the bill. The section was long, and contained 
ynuch detail, but the principle adopted by it was 
simple and intelligible; it was merely a gradual 
change, from the currency of specie-paying bank 
‘notes to the legal currency of the country. The 
change was to commence after the close of the present 

ear, and was to cover the full period of six years, 
making the change applicable to one-sixth 
the accruing revenue of each, beyond that of the 
next preceding year. He could most easily make 
the senate acquainted with this section, by saying 
that it was, in substance, and principle, the provision 
otiered by the honorable senator from South Caro- 
jina, (Mr. Calhoun,) by way of amendment to the 
pill reported by the coinmittee to the senate at the 
extra session in Septemberlast. The only material 
change made by the committee had been to extend 
the gradation of the change in the currency from 
fourths to sixths, so as to require six instead of four 
rears to make the change entire. The section 
might not be drawn in the same words used by that 
cenator in his amendment, but, with the exception 
just named, the substance was identical. 

This was a feature of the bill which former ex- 
perience assured him would be more strongly con- 
tested, perhaps, than any other of its provisions. 
It would: Be recollected by the senate that, at the 
extra session, the committee had incorporated into 
their bill no provision in reference to the currency 
jn which the public dues should be received, and 
that their opinion had been then expressed to the 
body that it would be most expedient to legislate 
upon each of these great points separately, and by 
separate bills. A different opinion was strongly ex- 
pressed at the time by several senators, and differ- 
ent amendinents touching this subject of the curren- 
cy were early offered to the bill which the commit- 
teedid report. After full debate, and by deliberate 
votes, the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
South Carolina was adopted, and made a part of the 
bill. Under these circumstances, the committee 
had felt constrained, in making their report at this 
session, to include this provision in that report, and 
to make it a part of the same measure which should 
separate the finances of the country from the bank- 
ing interests of the country. Hence is the section 
now found in the bill presented by the coimmittee, 
although it was not a part of their former report.— 
Still it presents a question of deep interest, of great 
magnitude, and upon which there is great diversity 
of opinion and great delicacy of feeling, as well 
throughout the country as in this and the other 
house of congress. 

{It was not his purpose, at this time, to discuss 
the section, except in one aspect, but in that one he 
must make some suggestions. The alarm taken at 
the provision had relation principally to the state 
banks, and it was in reference to the interests of 
those institutions that he proposed the suggestions 
he was about to make. The proposition is, gradu- 
ally, and after the term of some six or seven years, 
to discontinue the receipt of their notes in payment 
of the public dues, although they may be, at the 
ime, specie-paying banks, and their notes may be 
convertible into specie, at the will of the holder, at 
their banking house, wherever that may be located. 
lhe objection is, that this rejection of the paper of 
tiese banks, on the part of the national govern- 
ment, will so far discredit their circulation general- 
ly, as to cripple their operations, destroy their pow- 
ers of usefulness in the local sphere of their legiti- 
mate operations, and finally annihilate them. Is 
there ground for this apprehension? How are the 
charters of the state banks obtained, and for what 
Purposes? [s it that the circulation of their notes 
shall extend over the whole union? Is it that those 
hotes shall take with them, wherever they may go, 
the faith and credit of the United States, and be the 
legal currency of the federal government at every 
point and place in these twenty-six states? No: no 
such idea ever entered into the mind of any man 
who, as a meinber of the legislature of his state, 
has voted for a local bank charter. The only ground 
Upon which those applications are pressed upon the 
state legislature, is the accommodation of the com- 
eres and business in the immediate vicinity of the 
Proposed location of the bank. Look at the statis- 
tics which are always made a part of the argument 
in favor of a particular state charter. Are they the 
Statistics of the union? No: they are the statistics 
of the village, or town, or county, en:bracing the 
location of the proposed bank, and they are intend- 
el to prove the necessity of the banking facilities 
Proposed to be furnished by the charter at that 
Point. Did any man ever suppose, then, that the 
‘tate legislatures, to which these applications are 
‘0 constantly and perseveringly addressed, consid- 
fred themselves, in their very liberal grants in this 
Wty, to be authorizing a currency for the whole 
Pople of the United States, and especially a stand- 


part of 





ard of currency for the treasury of the United 
States? No. Such a position would not be assum- 
ed by any man here, nor would it by any man in 
the country. Where, then, arose the obligation of 
this government to receive the notes of these insti- 
tutions, thus chartered, and for such purposes, in 
payment of the public dues? He could not see 
either the obligation or the duty; and certainly no 
one would contend, in case the notes were to be 
received, that they should be kept on hand as the 
money treasure of the whole people. 

How, then, were they to be disposed of in a man- 
ner toconsult the safety of the public funds, in case 
they were to be perpetually received? This ques- 
tion admitted of but one answer. They must be 

resented, at short intervals, to the banks which 
issued them, and converted into money, into the le- 
gal currency 6f the country. In conformity with 
this manifest principle, the bill provided that these 
notes should not be made matters of deposite, under 
the regulations it contains for special deposites in 
banks. It would be folly to deposite, merely for 
safety, the representative of value, in the place of 
the value itself, where the open option existed to 
constitute the deposite of the one or the other. 
Which would, then, be most useful to the state 
banks—to receive their notes as cash at the treasu- 
ry,and constantly convert them into specie, or gra- 
dually to discontinue that receipt altogether, and 
collect the revenue in the legal currency only? To 
allow them from six to seven years to conform 
themselves, their business, and their conditions, to 
the changed state of things; orto commence imme- 
diately to receive their notes for the public dues, so 
far as those notes are redeemable in specie upon 
demand at their banking houses, and to present 
them for payment at short intervals and in large 
masses? For himself, he must say he thought the 
provisions of the section in question were more 
mild, and more favorable to the state banks, than 
the alternative he had contemplated. The subject, 
however, was before the senate. It would be dis- 
cussed by others, who had bestowed more thought 
and more research vpon this particular point than 
he had. The merits of the question, in every as- 
pect, would be fairly and fully presented, and he 
would content himself with whatever decision 
should be made. Should this proposition not meet 
with favor, he should ask the sense of the senate 
upon the alternative, and he would not permit him- 
self to doubt that the one or the other would be 
adopted. 

The twenty-fourth section was merely calculated 
to carry out the one which preceded it, by making 
it imperative upon all disbursing officers, after the 
time when the whole revenue should be collectable 
in the legal currency of the United States, to make 
all their disbursements in the same currency, upon 
penalty of dismissal from office, anda forfeiture of 
any compensation which might be due to them at 
the time of their violation of the law. The twenty- 
fitth section might, perhaps, be considered as some- 
what connected with those which have gone before 
if, as it requires the secretary of the treasury to 
prescribe the times within which the drafts of the 
treasurer, drawn upon the various depositaries, ac- 
cording to their respective distances from the seat 
of government, shall be presented for payment, and 
after which time, they shall not be accepted and 
paid by the depositary, without new directions from 
the secretary. The object of this section, it will 
be seen, was to prevent these drafts from being 
made a currency for circulation, based upon the 
credit of the government. Since the suspension of 
the banks in May last, this use has been made of 
these drafts, to some extent, and it was thought de- 
sirable to check the practice in its inception. The 
section was copied from a provision of the bill 
which passed the senate at the extra session, and 
which was inserted in that bill as an amendment by 
the senate itself. 

He would relieve the senate and himself from any 
further observations as to the details of the bill. He 
had omitted several of great importance; and among 
them he would mention those which made provision 
for the official bonds of the several depositaries. 
He believed those provisions broad and ample, and 
such as were best calculated to secure the public 
treasure; and he thought every senator, upon ex- 
amination, would agree with him in this opinion. 
He would not attempt to particularize the other 
sections which had not been noticed, but would 
merely remark that none of them introduced any 
new principle into the bill, ana that he thought 
all would be found to reach the object intended by, 
them. 

Such, Mr. president, said Mr. W. is the system 
which the majority of the committee on finance 
have considered it to be their duty to present to the 
senate for the safe-keeping, transfer, and disburse- 
ment of the public money of the United States. 





This system is strenuously opposed, not by the po- 
litical party uniformly opposed to the present ad- 
ministration only, but by some of the respected and 
influential individuals among those who have, hith- 
erto, been its friends and supporters. What then is 
proposed by those who cannot give their support to 
the bill before you? The system of state bank de- 
posites seems to be more especially urged as the 
antagonist proposition, and, under the impression 
that there was to rest the present controversy, so 
far as distinct propositions of any character would 
be submitted to the senate, he proposed to institute 
a comparison between the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of each system, as connected with the prom- 
inent objections which had been heretofore urged 
against the provisions of the bill. 

First, then, as to the safety of the public money, 
under the system proposed by the biil, and under 
the state bank deposite system. 

The bill proposes to require ample and sufficient 
bonds and sureties from all the depositaries consti- 
tuted by it, as one step towards the safety of the 
money entrusted to the keeping of those agents. 

It also proposes to provide vaults and safes at the 
most important points of collection and disburse- 
ment, in this respect placing itself upon a par with 
banks, so far as physical securities are concerned. 

It further proposes, to adopt the use of the vaults 
and safes of the banks, at all places where those se- 
curities are not provided by the government, using 
the banks for safety simply, by the system of special 
deposites, and not in any sense as fiscal agents of 
the treasury. 

These are the guards which the system consti- 
tuted by the bill holds out to the people against the 
loss of their treasure. 

The state bank deposite system presents the capi- 
tals of the institutions as security for deposites, in 
the same manner as for all other liabilities of the 
incorporation. 

[t also presents its vaults and safes, constructed 
for its own security, and, it is fair to presume, as 
securely constructed as those proposed {or the gov- 
ernment. 

It next presents, as we have heretofore practised 
under it, collateral bonds, with sureties, for the due 
and faithful fulfilment of its engagements on the 
part of the bank. 

These are the protections to the public treasure 
offered by the state bank deposite system, suppos- 
ing, as he did, that the system, if continued, was to 
remain upon the plan of open or general deposites, 
as adopted in the depusite bill of 1836. Otherwise, 
as he had shown in a former part of his remarks, 
the capital of the bank would not be liable, except 
for gross negligence in the keeping of the money 
placed in its vaults. 

What, then, are the risks under each system? 

Under that proposed by the bill, the only single 
risk is that of the misconduct and dishonesty of the 
officers to whom the safe-keeping of the money is 
entrusted, and that conduct, in addition to all other 
legal liabilities, is made a high crime, and punisha- 
able with protracted personal imprisonment. The 
persons to whom this trust is to be confided, are 
such citizens as the president, with a full knowledge 
of the duties, responsibilities, and temptations, 
shall select and nominate to the senate, and as the 
senate, upon full examination, shall advise and con- 
sent that the president do appoint and commission 
to execute the trust. The risk is that these per- 
sons will be dishonest; that they will become insen- 
sible to standing and character; that they will vio- 
late their faith to their sureties and their country; 
that they will embezzle the public money in their 
hands, and thus subject themselves to infamous 
punishment—to imprisonment with rogues and 
felons for a term of not less than two years. 

One of the risks under the state bank deposite 
system, is the same misconduct and dishonesty of 
the officers, agents, and managers of the banks, and 
they are numerous, and many of them selected to 
perform subordinate duties. Without any imputa- 
tion upon the institutions, thercfore, or their prin- 
cipal officers, it cannot be unfair to assume that ma- 
ny of the persons who must have access to their 
books, accounts, and money, will not be persons of 
that standing and character which would be requir- 
ed, by all concerned, in the selection and appoint- 
ment of responsible public officers. In the case of 
the bank, too, the persons who must have access to 
the money inits charge are namerous, while, under 
the other system, the single depositary aione has 
such access. Again: the misconduct and dishon- 
esty of the officers and agents of the bank are not 
made criminal, and punished as crimes. If com- 
mitted, so far as the government is concerned, the 
are mere breaches of trust, and inenr a debt; they 
lay the foundation for a suigat law to recover the 
money embezzled. Can it, by possibility, be sup- 
posed that these risks are equally balanced? He 
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knew that, upon a former occasion, whea this same 
subject was under discussion, we hal had paraded 
before us a long and most unpleasant list of de- 
faulting public officers, but it had not been stated 
at what periods those defaults had occurred, or what 
was their aggregate amount. He had never, upon 
any occasion, exainined the list with much care, as 
it was hot a matter of entertainment to him to see 
these evidences of unworthiness in those who had 
sought and obtained public patronage anc public 
trust. He had, however, referred to the list suffi- 
ciently to learn that nine-tenths of the defaults re- 
corded upon it had happened during the prevalence 
of a system of bank deposites of some sort; and he 
thought it would be found, upon careful compari- 
son, that a large majority of them had taken place 
when a national bank, that great security, in the 
minds of many, against all pecuniary evils, was the 
sole depository of the national treasure. The de- 
faulters were mostly disbursing officers proper, such 
as poyneniers of the army, pursers in the navy, 
and the like, or postmasters, who had never, until 
very recently, been legally connected, inany way, 
with the treasury, or contractors upon the public 
works. All these classes of persons, except post- 
masters, must always, and under any system, have 
the same opportunity to misapply public money; 
and their defaults, therefore, were no more an argu- 
ment against the system proposed by the bill for 
the safe-keeping of the public money, than against 
any other system which could be devised or named. 
He had already said the amount of these defaults 
had not been stated. He did not know the amount, 
but this he would venture to affirm, without the 
fear of contradiction, that the whole amount of 
Josses to the government, from the defaults of pub- 
lic officers, since its organization under the consti- 
tution, would be but a traction of the losses which 
it had sustained from its connexion with state banks 
alone, setting aside the forty years of the period 
when a national bank was the sole fiscal agent of 
the treasury. Here, therefore, the state bank sys- 
tem gained no advantage in the argument. He was 
most happy to be able to say that, in comparison 
with the vast amounts which had been received and 
disbursed, the losses under any system hitherto 
adopted, bad been very small; and it made him 
proud of his country, and of her citizens, to state 
a fact which had been given to him from high au- 
thority, since the subject of entrusting the money 
of the people with their own officers, Riad been one 
of discussion before the country. 

The fact to which he ey as leh that the whole 
disbursements of the army, from the year 1821 to 
the year 1836, both inclusive, amounting to several 
willions in each year, had been made through the 
hands of the public officers appointed for that pur- 
pose, and that not one dollar of loss had accrued to 
the government from those appropriations, during 
the whole of that period. Ought not this fact alone 
to inspire confidence in the trustworthiness of our 
public servants? It seemed to him so: and he must 
say he could not comprehend how it was, after all 
the experience which our former and recent history 
had afforded, that gentlemen of the most unques- 
tioned integrity should feel and manifest so much 
distrust against the public officers of the govern- 
ment—men of elevated standing and character, and 
directly accountable to the people and their repre- 
sentatives, as well as to the civil and criminal tri- 
bunals of the country—and should, at the same 
time, and in reference to the same subject, repose 
such implicit and unmoved confidence in the in- 
corporated banking institutions of the states, and 
in their officers and managers. Did they believe 
that the transfer of a citizen from private life to a 
public office necessarily poisoned his integrity, 
while a similar transfer to a situation in a bank ren- 
dered him worthy of all trust? No. They could 
not so believe. The fact could not be so. The 
honest man would be honest in either situation. 
The dishonest man would be honest in neither. 
He knew that public officers sometimes became 
defaulters; and he must be permitted to ask how 
frequently the public sense was startled by an- 
nouncements, through the public press, of the de- 
faults and embezzlements of the most confidential 
officers of banks? All were frail and erring men, 
and some alike in both classes would prove unequal 
to the resistance which the temptations of their 
situations required; but he could not see that either 
system derived any advantage over the other, from 
this consideration, while he did believe that the bill 
under discussion proposed guards against this risk, 
which would be found more beneficial in practice 
than any hitherto known to the legislation of con- 
gress. 

So far as vaults and safes were concerned, he had 
already admitted that each system possessed equal 
advantages; and from what had been said, it would 


ties, as applied to both systems, were identically the 
same. 

But there is another and much more important 
risk connected with the bank system. It is, that 
all moneys placed with the banks for safe-keeping, 
upon open or general deposite, are necessarily sub- 
jected to all the hazards which attend the business 
of the banking institutions. We have already seen 
that the money thus deposited becomes at once the 
property of the bank; and that the depositor re- 
ceives in exchange for his money, the simple credit 
of the institution. If, then, its credit be subjected 
to the hazards of the banking business, so must be 
the money placed on general deposite with it, as 
that money is merely converted by the depositor 
into that credit. By adopting this system, there- 
fore, for the safe-keeping of the national treasure, 
we embark the money of the people in the same 
boat with the capital of the bank; we subject it to 
all the hazards to which that capital is subjected, 
and we substantially agree, so far as our reliance is 
upon the capital of the institution for indemnity, 
that, if the adventure be fortunate, our money shail 
be safe; but that, if it be unfortunate, the risk and 
the loss shall be ours. We are not, however, to be 
placed in the condition of the owners of the capital 
of the bank. We are not to share in the profits of 
a fortunate hazard. Our only object is safety for 
our money; and to gain that, we take our share of 
the risks, without any interest in the contemplated 
profits from them. Who will contend that these 
risks do not fully balance the safety we derive as 
the consideration for incurring them? The bank 
system, then, derives no advantage in the argument 
from the security afforded us by its capital, so long 
as it subjects us to all its risks without any share 
in its gains. 

Let us now balance the accounts as far as we have 
gone, and see which system has the advantage. In 
the security of vaults and safes, both are equal. 
The security afforded by the capitals of the banks, 
is counterbalanced by the risks it compels us to 
take. growing out of its banking operations, with- 
out any share in the profits of those operations, if 
fortunate. This balances this item of the account. 
In the risk growing out of the misconduct and dis- 
honesty of officers, managers, and agents, the sys- 
tem proposed by the bill has a decided advantage, 
in the number of persons to be trusted, the stand- 
ing and character of those who have access to the 
money, and the guards against, and punishment of, 
embezzlement. In the bonds and sureties both sys- 
tems would be, prima facie, equal; but we have 
been recently told by a distinguished senator, (Mr. 
Webster,) that the collateral bonds given by banks 
are useless paper; that they are always signed by 
officers, directors, and stockholders of the bank for 
which they are sureties, by persons whose business 
and fortunes are interwoven with the business and 
fortunes of the bank, and that when it fails, the 
sureties upon our bond must fail with it. He hoped 
this position was not true to its full extent, but he 
must admit that it was likely to be true in a very 
great degree, for who would become security for 
a bank but the persons interested in it? These in- 
stitutions, from their nature and character, could 
neither receive nor reciprocate any other friendships 
than those of interest and therefore they could only 
look to the interested to find sureties for their en- 
gagements. Not so with the public officer. He 
would have no business relations. His official du- 
ties would require his whole time and whole mind. 
The discharge of those cuties would call for no 
bank facilities. His sureties would be friends, men 
wholly disconnected from him in business, and 
whose properties and responsibilities could not be 
affected by his pecuniary disasters, any farther than 
their liabilities upon his bond should produce that 
effect. The system proposed by the bill, then, de- 
rived a material advantage over the bank system, 
in the safety of the collateral bonds, and thus must 
be admitted, in the settlernent of the account, to 
have two advantages over the antagonist system, 
and to be the safer of the two. 

Second. He would now carry the comparison to 
the expenses of the antagonist system. 

And, first, of the expenses under that proposed 
by the bill. ‘They were the erection of the two 
offices at Charleston and St. Louis. It had been 
seen, however, that the erection of an office at 
Charleston would be probably avoided; that the 
government now owned a custom-house at that 
place, and that rooms for an office for the receiver 
general of public moneys there might be pro- 
cured in that building; that the necessary vaults 
would be required to be constructed, and the rooms 
fitted up and prepared for this use, which would be 


estimate of the department for these purposes was 
two thousand dollars. For the expense of a site, 





be seen that, to a very great extent, these securi- 


the whole expense at that point for erections. The. 


a 
struction of vaults and safes within it, at St. Louis 
the department supposed an expense of from {oy 
thousand five hundred to five thousand dollars would 
be incured. From inquiry made of gentlemen jn. 
timately and personally acquainted with the prices 
of property and building materials at that place, he 
presumed the expense might be above the estimate 
of the department. It was said that the cost of q 
suitable site, at a proper location within the busi. 
ness part of the town, would be some three or four 
thousand dollars at the least. In this event, the 
estimate would be much too low, and it was just to 
the secretary of the treasury to say, that the esti. 
mate of the department was accompanied with a 
declaration that no local information,was possesse 
such as was required to approximate towards per- 
fect accuracy. The estimates were from six thou. 
sand five hundred to seven thousand dollars. He 
would suppose they were too low by three thousand 
dollars, and that an expenditure of ten thousand 
dollars would be incurred for these erections at the 
two points. He had been more particular and de- 
tailed upon this item of the proposed expenditures, 
because he was well advised that the most persever- 
ing efiorts had been made, and were constantly 
making, to represent the intention to be to erect 
palaces and splendid edifices for these humble offi- 
ces. He had no other answer to give to these mis- 
takes than to present the estimates of the proper 
department of the guvernment—of that department 
which was charged by the bill with the erection of 
the buildings not only, but with the direction of the 
plans upon which they were to be erected, thus 
showing, as perfectly as mere intention can be 
shown, the views of the government as to the scale 
of extravagance or economy designed by it in this 
particular; and to say that congress was the only 
branch of the government whieh could be looked 
to for the means to make any erections whatsoever, 
and that its appropriations must measure the ex- 
pense, and consequently the extravagance or econ- 
omy of the executors of the law. 

The next and only other item of expense under 
the bill would be the pay of the officers and clerks 
employed. The number of additional officers whose 
appointments were provided for was four, and he 
would assume that their combined salaries would 
not be less than eight, nor more than twelve thou- 
sand dollars. They were to be placed in responsi- 
ble trusts, and ought to be citizens of elevated 
standing and tried moral integrity. He could not 
suppose, therefore, that any one would wish to as- 
sign them salaries of less than two thousand dollars 
each, and he did not think that the salary of any one 
of them should exceed three thousand dollars. For 
the sake of the argument, he would call this ex- 
pense twelve thousand dollars. 

It might be necessary to employ from six to 
twelve additional clerks, under the various provi- 
sions of the bill. Theircombined pay might amount 
to from six to ten thonsand dollars. He thought 
the estimate, both as to the number of clerks, and 
as to’the amount of compensation, very high. Both, 
however, were his own, as he had asked no esti- 
mate from the department upon this point, and he 
was willing to assume the highest of his supposi- 
tions to be the true standard of expense for these 
two objects. ! 

These last are regular annual expenses, and are, 
therefore, to be considered as the constant charge 
upon the paowe treasury of the systein proposed. 
The cost of the erections is asingle expense, which, 
being once incurred and paid, is done with. 

What, then, are the expenses of the state bank 
deposite system? If the deposites are open and 
general, and the banks have the use of the public 
money as a compensation for their agency, the ex- 
prove is nothing, directly. The use pays for the 

eeping, as it most assuredly should when the to- 
ney is not, in fact, kept, but used. He should bave 
occasion, however, very soon, to hint at the indirect 
expenses to the United States of such a system ol 
bank deposites. . 

But suppose a system of special deposites be es- 
tablished, and the banks be effectually prohibited 
from the use, for any purpose, of the money of the 
people in their keeping, how then will stand the 
question of expense? A commission upon the mo- 
ney deposited must be paid tothe bank for its trou- 
ble and risk. He was wholly unable to say what 
that commission ought to be, or what congress 
would be compelled to make it, to induce the banks 
to accept the trust. He had found, however, from 
a comparison of various rates of commission Ww! 
the ordinary amounts of revenue collected undef 
the existing laws, and with the estimate of the 
revenue for the current year, that one-eighth of one 
per cent. would amount to from twenty-five a 
twenty-eight thousand dollars, as the constant an 
current expenses of a special deposite system. 





the erection of the necessary building, and the con- 





How, then, stands the comparison? It had beell 
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seen that the annual expenses of the system pro- 

osed by the bill would, in the payment of officers 
and clerks, vary from fourteen to twenty-two thou- 
sand dollars, aud that the last would be the highest 
amount to which those expenditures could rise un- 
der that system, were congress to adopt it as re- 
norted by the committee. The expenditures for 
erections might be added, if gentlemen chose, and 
the average made, upon any given number of years, 
which, in the judgment of any member of the 
senate, would afford a fair trial to any financial sys- 
tem, adapted to the operations of the national trea- 
sury, and conforming as strictly to the great mass 
of private and corporate interests in the country, 
as the constitutional powers of congress would 
permit that conformation to be made. He could 
not see, therefore, that any system, formed upon 
the basis of special deposites in banks, could, in 

oint of expense, possess advantages over the bill 
under discussion. He had not forgotten that that 
bill adopted a partial system of special deposites, 
and that it contemplated a perment of a commis- 
sion to the banks, which should keep the public 
money pursuant to its provisions; but he assumed 
that the difference of arnount in the above estimate 
for the respective systeins, was more than sufficient 
to cover any commissions which a fair execution of 
the provisions of the bill would call out of the pub- 
lic treasury, to be paid to the banks. The most 
important points in the country, both as to the col- 
lection and disbursement of the public money, 
were provided for, independently of the provisions 
fora special deposite. The commissions, there- 
fore, could be made applicable to but a mere frac- 
tion of the whole revenue; and, at any contempla- 
ted rate, the whole amount could never exceed a 
few thousand dollars. 

He had made a reference to the indirect expenses 
of an open and general state bank depusite system, 
where the services and risks of the banks were 
compensated by the use of the public money. 
Need he, at this time, and in the present condition 
of the state binks, and of the public funds, define 
his meaning in that reference? Why was the spe- 
cial convocation of congress rendered necessary in 
September last? Was it not the suspension of the 
banks to pay specie for their paper, and the conse- 
quent inability of the public treasury to obtain 
from them, in any currency conformable to law, the 
millions of the public money entrusted to their 
safe-keeping, and required for the current expen- 
tures of the government? No one would deny this 
Maia What the expense to the people of the 

nited States was, for that single extra session of 
conzress, he had not taken the trouble to inform 
himself; but this he would venture to assert with 
perfect confidence, that those expenses more than 
equalled the money required to carry on the system 
of finance proposed by the bill, for any period of 
ten years. He would not now bring into notice the 
losses which might yet be sustained before the ex- 
periment of the late state bank deposite ‘system 
should be finally closed. He did not wish to say 
any thing unfavorable to the eventual solvency, and 
safety, and security of those institutions. He did 
not wish to bring any distrust upon them. Much 
less would he repeat, here, the daily rumors of that 
portion of the public press which most strenuously 
opposed this measure, and of the entire failure of 
thisand that and the other “pet bank;’’ of the 
sixty thousand dollars here, and forty thousand dol- 
lars there, and untold thousands somewhere else, 
lust to the people by this experiment-trying admin- 
istration, in consequence of the employment of these 
state banks as fiscal agents of the public treasury. 
lie hoped and believed these pictures were over- 
drawn; he was content to suppose, for the purpose 
of this argument, that not one dollar was thus to 
belost,and yet he trusted he had shown that the 
system proposed by the bill, for the management of 
the national finances, was more economical and 
less expensive to thejtax-paying public, than either 
a system of general or special state bank deposites. 

Third. His next point of comparison should be 
the patronage conferred upon the executive branch 
of the government by the antagonist systems. 

It had already been seen that the system propo- 
sed by the bill required the appointment of four 
additional officers, with salaries of from two to 
three thousand dollars. This was a direct increase 
of the executive power and patronage; but when 
it should be recollected how many officers, with 
equal salaries, already existed, and with how much 
facility officers were added to that number, at al- 
most every session of congress, and in almost every 
one of the executive departments, he must hope 
that no unreasonable alarm would be felt in any 
quarter of the house by this very limited addition 
othe existing number. If they were not to be 
“onstitutionally appointed, or if, being so appointed, 

uties were to be assigned to them not of a cha- 





racter compatible with our civil and political insti- 
tutions, then the offices ought not to be created, or 
the duties assigned, regardiess of all consequences 
which the rejection of the proposition might bring 
upon the country. If, however, the appointments 
are to be constitutionally made, and the duties of 
the officers seem to be necessary to the public ser- 
vice, he must be permitted to say that he reposed 
too confidently upou the intelligence of the Ameri- 
can people, to suppose they would condemn the 
measure because its details called for such an ac- 
cession of executive strength to carry out their 
wishes. He would not permit himself so far to 
distrust the confidence of our citizens in the go- 
vernment of their choice, as to believe that they 
would not feel perfectly safe in the decisions of 
congress as to the offices to be created, and in the 
president and senate to select the persons to fill 
those offices. 

Was it, could it be, true, that a greater and safer 
trust was to be placed in local banking incorpora- 
tions, than could be placed in the constituted au- 
thorities of our government, as organized under the 
constitution? Were the tax-paying citizens of our 
republic afraid to entrust the safe-keeping of the 
national treasure to officers of their own choice, and 
responsible to them and to the laws of congress, and 
anxious to confide it to banks, not created by nation- 
al authority, over which no branch of the national 
government had any control, and inthe management 
of which neither tue people nor their government 
hadany voice? He did not believe this was a state of 
public opinion. He did not believe that distrust to- 
wards our national anthorities had yet gained this 
extent. He was not ready to admit that banks, 
such as our state banks now are, and with the re- 
cent experience of the danger of resting the upera- 
tions of the public treasury upon them, were more 
the favorites of the people of this country chan their 
ow well-tried and faithful servants. 

It was not his wish or design, he would repeat 
again, to say any thing unjust or injurious to these 
institutions. Within their proper spheres they 
were convenient and useful; but recent events had 
perfectly satisfied his mind that they were not the 
fit keepers of the treasure or treasury of a nation; 
that this important incident to national indepen- 
dence ought not to be committed to the charge of 
institutions whose interests leaned so strongly to- 
wards a hazardous misapplication of such a trust. 

Was it, could it have been, contemplated by the 
framers of our system of government. that they 
had provided no fit and trustworthy depository of 
the national finances? That banks, incorporations, 
private incorporations, chartered for private uses, 
owned by private individuals, and managed by per- 
sons responsible only to the stockholders, must be 
called in to sustain the most delicate trust under 
any Government? That the will of these institu- 
tions must be consulted as to the terms upon which 
they would consent to accept the trust, and thatall 
the authorities of the country, congress itself in- 
cluded, must cater with them for terms upon which 
the money of a free people conld be kept and paid 
out, and as to the character of the currency which 
either should be permitted to enjoy? Had pro- 
positions to this effect been submitted to the con- 
vention which framed the constitution, what would 
have been their fate? Does any one believe they 
would now have been found in that constitution 
which is the pride of freemen every where? No; 
such dependence upon such aid would have found 
no countenance there. Can it find countenance in 
the senate now? 

Could any one doubt, then, that the people’s 
money should be confided to the people’s servants, 
to their officers, responsible to them and to their 
laws; and that the appointment of such and so many 
officers as should be found necessary to perform 
this trust in a manner safe and convenient to the 
treasury, and to the people themselves, was not 
only in strict conformity with the constitution and 
the very nature of our civil institutions. but an im- 
perious duty upon every congress? He could en- 
tertain no doubts upon either point. 

There was another direct grant of executive pa- 
tronage and power under the bill—the authority to 
appoint the necessary clerks to perform the me- 
chanical duties required when they could not be per- 
formed by the officers to whose keeping the money 
was to be entrusted—and it had been seen that this 
might involve the selection and appointment of 
from six to twelve clerks. He would consume no 
time in commenting upon this grant of power; the 
mere statement of the fact should suffice. 

These two were the only direct grants of execu- 
tive patronage which the bill proposed to make; 
but it seemed to be supposed that the power and 
influence of the executive was to be immensely and 
dangerously increased over all the officers charged 
with the keeping of any portion of the public mo- 


ney; and this idea formed one of the most weighty 
objections against the system. How, he would ask, 
is this inference derived? Not one cent of additional 
compensation is proposed to be given to any one of 
the existing executive officers, in consequence of 
the additional duties imposed upon them by this 
bill. They were all now subject to removal from of- 
fice by the president, at his pleasure. Whence, 
then, was he to derive this increased power over 
them? Could he command the money in their 
hands? No; unless he was ready to commita direct 
infraction of the constitution, and the officer to sub- 
ject himself to protracted imprisonment and infa- 
mous punishment. The bill provides that all mo- 
ney, in the hands of every depositary, shall be held 
as there to the credit of the treasurer, or, in other 
words, as in the treasury; and the constitution de- 
clares that no money shall be taken from the trea- 
sury but in conformity to appropriations made by 
law. The bill makes any unlawful use of the mo- 
ney, by the officer in whose charge it is, punishable 
Ny imprisonment for a term not less than two years. 

o let the president have the money would be as 
criminal, under the law, as to let any other citizen 
of the country have it, and detection would be as 
certain in the one case asthe other. The only 
difference would be, that the president, if he were 
to make himself the knowing recipient, would sub- 
ject himself to impeachment for the violation of 
the constitution and the fraud upon the treasury, 
whereas the citizen would incur no criminal lia- 
bility whatsoever. Where, then, is the dangerous 
increase of power given to the president? Sup- 

ose he remove the officer, the money is still, ina 
egal sense, inthe treasury. He gains no access 
to it by the removal, and, if he did, he could make 
no use of it without a violation of the constitution. 
It was easy to see that this system would impose 
great additional pcp | upon the president, 
as he must select all the persons who are to be en- 
trusted with public money, and it is his duty to see 
that they all obey, observe, and execute the law. 
He would venture the assertion that no honest man 
who was to hold the office of president, consulting 
merely his personal interests and responsibilities, 
separate from his sense of the public good, would 
desire the passage of this law. He could see 
nothing desirable to that officer personally to grow 
out of it, while he could see a fearful load of per- 
sonal responsibility in every feature of the syste:n. 

But the officers who were to keep the public mo- 
ney were also executive officers, and perhaps it 
was here, and not with the president, that this great 
increase of executive power was apprehended. The 
same inquiries were alike applicable to this sug- 
gestion. How could the possession of money by 
the officer, which he could only use in pursuance 
of appropriations made by law, without subjecting 
himself to the severest punishment, increase the 
power and influence of that officer with his fellow- 
citizens? Suppose he should become corrupt, and 
violate the law ; would not every respectable man 
whom he should approach shun and avoid him; 
and could the certainty of detection give him time 
to establish an influence, based upon the power of 
the money embezzled, which would be dangerous 
to public liberty? Most certainly not. In this, as 
in the case of the president, the responsibility, not 
the power and influence of the officer, would be in- 
creased, 

Such was the view he was compelled to take 
of the charge of executive patronage made 
against the financial system proposed by the 
bill, in its present form; but the imaginations of 
somne had carried them beyond the present proposi- 
tions, and induced them to fear that this was the 
mere commencement, the entering wedge, toa mul- 
tiplication of executive officers, until they should 
cover the whole land, like the locusts of Egypt, 
and eat out the substance of the people. Where 
was the foundation for this apprehension? With 
whom rested the power of increasing officers of 
any character? Not, certainly, with the executive. 
He can actin selecting men for office, when the 
offices are created by congress, and with certain 
exceptions, he can remove men from office at his 
pleasure; but he can create no office, nor can he 
multiply the number of officers, of any grade or 
character. This, then, is not an objection against 
the executive, but against the legislative power of 
the government; itis an objection which implies 
distrust, not of the president, but of ourselves. And 
are we afraid to trust ourselves in this matter, or do 
we stand in so much fear of those who may suc- 
ceed us in these seats, that we would rather commit 
the finances of the country to incorporated banks, 
than to the present or future representatives of the 
people and the states. 

But how stands the objection of executive pa- 
tronage, as applied to the state bank deposite sys- 
tem? The first step in this system, is the selection 
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of some twenty, thirty, or more banks ; to do which, 
the direct interest of all their officers, directors, 
and stockholders, must be addressed, and, when se- 
lected, the same interest is enlisted in whatever con- 
tract may be made. Here is, at once, an army of 
new persons brought within the reach of executive 
power, not, like the salary officer, upon stipulated 
compensations, but whose interests are wholly de- 
pendent upon the extent of the patronage bestowed 
—upon the amount of money entrusted to their 
charge. Then come up the competitions and appli- 
ances to obtaina selection, and the inducement toa 
vicious executive to excite hopes dnd create expec- 
tations throughout the whole line of banking insti- 
tutions in all the states. But the selections are 
made and the money deposited and passed to the 
citizens, among the other accommodations of the 
favored banks. This creates another influence far 
more extended and fearful—the influence of the 
debtors of the selected banks ; for when appropria- 
tions are made bv law, the executive officers— those 
who are charged with the execution of the law— 
must direct the drafts which are to bring the money 
from the bank to meet them. Let any unprejudiced 
mind compare the influences here embodied with 
the executive patronage conferred by the billunder 
discussion, and can the decision be in favor of the 
bank system, in this respect? 

But there is another view of this matter. He had 
shown, that under the system proposed by the bill, 
the executive could not reach the money in the 
hands of the depositary without subjecting both to 
condign punishinent. How is it here? Suppose 
the executive corrupt, and the bank willing to be 
corrupted, or the reverse, and what is to hinder his 
obtaining any amount of the public money he 
pleases? He takes it not as the money of the peo- 
ple but as the money of the bank. It is not, in 
form, a Joan from the public money on deposite, but 
an accommodation in the usual course of banking 
business; and still, before the depositing officer 
shall have left the counter of the institution, the 
executive may take the money he depusites, and 
no one is punishable. The depositing officer him- 
self, or any other executive officer of the govern- 
ment, may do the same thing with equal impunity. 

Has the system provided for by the bill, then, any 
thing to fear from a comparison with that of the 
state bank deposite sytem, as to the dangers of an 
increase of executive patronage? He could not so 
suppose. 

Fourth. He would now institute a short com- 
parison of what he thought would be the relative 
elfects of the two systems upon the state banking 
institutions themselves. 

The system proposed by the bill would neces- 
sarily operate as a check upon the issues and ex- 
pansions of those institutions, in either shape in 
which it had been proposed to pass it. If the notes 
of the banks continue to be received in payment of 
the public dues, and the depositaries are directed, 
as in that case they unquestionably should be, to 
call frequently, and at short intervals, for the bal- 
ances against the banks, and to demand specie 
for those balances, this must operate as a powerful 
check upon all the banks in the vicinity of those de- 
positaries where the collections are large. If, on 
the other hand, the receipt of the bank notes be 
gradually discontinued in the collection of the reve- 
hue, and specie collections substituted, while the 
change will create some demand upon the banks 
for specie, the disbursements of specie by the gov- 
ernment will constantly distribute among the peo- 
ple a broader and more permanent basis for the 
paper circulation, which the banks will, of course, 
continue, growing out of their private operations. 
That the Dsand for specie may, to some extent, 
diminish the profits of banking, is more than pro- 
bable: but if the effect shall be to restrain the 1s- 
sues of the banks, to keep upon thein a constant 
sense of the necessity of more specie capital to 
meet their liabilities, the operation, as past expe- 
rience abundantly proves, will be greatly beneficial 
to the community, and will work rather a benefit 
than an injury to the institutions themselves. In 
the mean time, the disbursement, by the govern- 
inent, of the specie it receives, cannot fail, not only 
to give stability and confidence, to some extent, at 
least, to the general currency, by continuing in ac- 
tive circulation some portions of the gold and silver 
upon which the whole is based, but must, to the 
extent of the circulation, have a tendency to 
strengthen the banks against sudden pressures, and 
unfounded distrusts, by enabling them the more 
easily to arm themselves with coin. 

What are the tendencies of the opposite sys- 
tem upon the banking institutions? Recent expe- 
rience has answered this inquiry more forcibly than 
it was in his power to command language toanswer 
it. The effect was to proroote fearful expansions 
when large amounts of public money were placed 





upon deposite, and ruinous contractions when the 
necessities or the policy of the government requir- 
ed its payment. The effect was to stimulate to 
dangerous excesses, not the banks only, but their 
customers also, when money was abundant in the 
treasury, and to add to the pressure, by heavy calls 
from the treasury, when there was a scarcity. In 
short, the effectof the latter system upon the banks 
had proved, upon trial, to be unmixed evil, while 
the influences of the former promised to be rather 
favorable than unfavorable. 
( To be concluded in our next.) 


CHRONICLE. 

Coinage of silver change.—The following is an 
exact statement of the number of pieces of silver 
change annually coined at the mint for the years 
named: 





25 cents. 10 cents. 5 cents. 
1829 = 770,000 1,230,000 
1830 — 510,000 1,240,000 
1831 398,000 771,350 1,242,700 
1832 320,000 522,500 967,000 
1833 156,000 485,000 1,370,000 
1834 286,000 635,000 1,480,000 
1835 1,952,000 1,410,000 2,760,000 
1836 472,000 1,190,000 1,900,000 
1837 252,400 1,042,000 2,276,000 


Heavy business.—The amount. of foreign money 
(current bills of other banks) negociated at the 
Suffolk bank in 1836,.was_ - - $126,000,000 

1837 “« - - 106,000,000 

How long would it take to count this sum in spe- 

cie?— Boston Transcript. 


Maine.—The house of representatives of Maine, 
after a debate of ten bours, on Saturday, (without 
dinner or supper,) upon the bill repealing the law 
prohibiting the emission of small bills by the banks 
of that state, ordered it to be engrossed for a third 
reading by a vote of 94 to 6. 


Tha legislature of Louisiana has passed a law 
prohibiting free persons of color from coming into 
the state, and also prohibiting free persons of color 
who may leave the state from returning. 


The citizens of Burlington, Vermont, gave a 
complimentary dinner to general Wool, of the U. 


S. army, on the 7th instant. 


The Rathburn estute.—The Rochester Democrat of 
Feb’ry 7th says, ‘‘the creditors of Benj. Rathburn, 
of Buffalo, are required to present their claims on 
or before the 5th of April next, in failure of which 
they will be debarred from all advantages in the 





property assigned.” 

It is stated on good authority that the banks in| 
New Orleans hold protested notes to the amount of 
$10,429,318, of which there had been collected | 
$1,151,487; settled from six months to eight years | 
$6,526,533, ana unsettled $2,750,000, | 


The militia of New York state is estimated at) 
about 184,000, of which 7,000 are horse, and 9,000 | 
artillery. The whole number less by 8,000 on the | 
muster books than last year. The cause is not 
stated. It is not diminished increase of population, 
but perhaps greater emigration to the west. 


A bill has been reported in the general assembly 
ot New York, ‘to encourage the growth and man- 
ufacture of silk.”? It provides for the payment of 
ten cents per pound froin the state treasury, by way 
of bounty, upon every pound of silk cocoons raised 
within the state of New York, and fifty cents per 
pound for reeled silk. The consumption of import- 
ed silks in the United States in 1836, is estimated 
at $15,000,000. 


The cashier cf the eastern bank, at Bangor, 
Maine, cautions the public against taking drafts 
purporting to be drawn by the New York foreign 
and domestic exchange company on the eastern 
bank, Bangor, as they are worthless. The name of| 
the bank being printed in large letters upon them, 
and the resemblance they have to a bank note, leads 
people who are ignorant of their character, to be 
more readily deceived by them. 


We stated some time since, that Mr. John Jacob 
Astor, of this city, had been purchaser of bonds of 
the state of Missouri, to a large amount, the pro- 
ceeds of which were chiefly to have been devoted 
to the internal improvements of that state. We 
learn, however, from the St. Louis Bulletin, that 
such had not been the case, the negotiation in ques- 
tion having been broken off. The Bulletin remarks 
that the failure to carry this loan into effect, had 
caused much regret at St. Louis, and would tend 
mtch to the prejudice of business in that city. — 
N. Y. Cou. ! 

Bank of Tennesse.—The directors of the new 
bank of Tennessee met at the Union bank,in Nash- 
ville, on the 8th, in pursuance of the call of his| 
excellency the governor. 





Geese 


Wn, Nichol, esq. of Nashville, was elected presi 
dent without opposition, and Henry Ewin bal 
of Nashville, (one of the directors of the Dani 
was unanimously appointed cashier. Both oa 
considered, here, judicious and popular appoint. 
ments. 

The subject of the location of the branches We 
understand has been discussed, and will probabl 
be disposed of this evening, but up to the hour of 
going to press, nothing definite has transpired. 

Numerous delegations are in attendance, as ap- 
plicants for. branches, and of course some excite. 
ment as well as anxiety prevails in regard to the 
action of the board on their location.— Nashvill. 
Whig. 


The legislature of the state of Tennessee aq. 
journed on Monday week, The following notice 
of one of its latest acts is copied from the Nash. 
ville Whig: 

** The bill to oo ag the sale and use of bowie 
knives deserves to be reckoned among the most sa- 
lutary acts passed by the late general assembly. Its 
provisions will effectually stay the use and sale of 
one of the most bloody instruments of death known 
to the present age, and every friend of humanity 
and good order must rejoice that the practice of 
wearing this barbarous weapon has been rendered a 
misdemeanor, and its use, ia any way, a FELONY by 
the legislative action of the state.” 


Osage Indians.—We have conversed with a gen- 
tleman just come in from Fort Gibson, on the ar- 
kansas river. He informs us that the condition of 
this miserable tribe is pitiable in the extreme. They 
have no annuities from the government; the sums 
stipulated to be paid to them for their lands have 
all been settled, and, their crops baving failed this 
season, they are literally ina state of starvation and 
want. No man residing within the confines of ci- 
vilization can appreciate the extreme wretchedness 
to which these miserable beings are frequently re- 
duced. They have little or no game within their 
own territory, and being poor, when their crops 
fail, they have no source of relief whatever. We 
believe a bill has been reported in Congress for ex- 
tending to them some relief. This measure should, 
if passed at all, be adopted with all possible haste, 
and whatever relief it is designed to extend them, 
should be given before they perish, as many must, 
if not soon relieved.—St. Louis Repub. 


Mail robbery.— When the Portland stage arrived 
at this place on Friday night, the 2d instant, it was 
ascertained that the large mail bag was missing. 
The driver, supposing that he might have lost it 
between this and Wright’s Post'Office, where he re- 
collected to have seen it last, went back early the 
next morning in search of it, but did not suceed in 
finding it. One passenger only had come in the 
stage who called himself Houck, no one suspecting 
that he was the robber. Early in the cay, how- 
ever, a couple of gentlemen arrived from the north, 


who stated that they were in pursuit of a person, 


describing him, who had robbed the mail between 
Columbus and Delaware, and the mail between 
Marion and Lyme, and who had also appropriated 
to himself a box of oysters, sent north from Co- 
lumbus. It now became evident that Houck was 
the man, and extremely probable that he had stolen 
the missing mail bag. It was recollected by the 
landlord of the stage office here, that he had a very 
large and heavy trunk, and some cans of fresh oys- 
ters. He was pursued and overtaken at Granville. 
Upon searching his trunk the letters and packages 
of the Portland mail were found. He was arrest- 
ed and sent to Columbus for examination and com- 
mitment. ‘The mail bag was afterwards found in 
the hotel where he had stopped in Newark, secreted 
under a bed. It appears that he had locked up the 
bag in his trunk, and, on his arrival there, wishing 
to make room for further acquisitions, he disposed 
of the bag, and supplied its place with a trunk fill- 
ed with merchandise which he had there stolen. It 
is said that he was very liberal with the oysters 
along the road, and inviting strangers wherever he 
stopped to partake with him—he was thought to be 
avery generous fellow. It so happened that the 
oysters formed the clue by which those in pursuit 
were enabled to trace his course. He was uniform- 
ly designated as the man with the oysters. 


Messrs. Prentiss and Word. We understand 
that a complimentary dinner was given, at Brown ® 
hotel, on Saturday last, by a number of members 
of both houses of congress, fo Messrs. Prentiss a 
Word, the two Mississipians to whom the house . 
representatives has denied seats as members of tha 
body. Judge White, of Tennessee, presided, salt 
sisted by several distinguished members of congres: 
as vice presidents; anda number of capital speeche 
were made on the occasion.— Nat. Int. 
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